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.. We call upon all the daughters and sons of Algeria to make every
day a celebration of knowledge and to pursue, without ceasing, the
discovery of all that is new in the fields of knowledge, creativity,

and technology.

Predident of the Republic,

Abddetmadfid Tebboune
66
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Exceptional circumstances may lead to changes in the programme of activities of the Algiers
International Book Fair, whether due to the unavailability of certain participants or other
factors beyond the organiser’s control. Visitors will be informed of any changes through the
Fair's various stands and its official website. We invite you to check these channels regularly
for the latest updates and to stay informed about the programme.

www.sila.dz



NAMES THAT HAVE LEFT A MARK

In tribute to those who have helped enrich the cultural landscape, the 29th edition of the Algiers International
Book Fair remembers cultural figures who have passed away, leaving behind a lasting legacy and cultural
heritage. It revisits their lives and experiences and highlights creative and intellectual works that remain alive
in our collective memory:

Mohamed Harbi
Historian (1933 —2026)

Mohamed Daoud
Critic (1955 —2026)

Riad Bouhadjila
Poet (1983 —2026)

Djenat Boumendjel
Writer (1974 —2026)
Djilali Ben Abida

Poet (1968 — 2026)

Mohamed Salah Eddine
Novelist (1935 —2026)

Sassi Abdi
Historian (1955 —2026)

Leila Merwan
Novelist (1960 —2026)

Mahmoud Aroua
Writer (1956 — 2026)

Chamseddine Chitour
Writer and researcher (1944 — 2026)

Mohamed Salah Ounissi
Man of letters (1949 — 2026)

Mohamed Said Kaabach
Writer and researcher in Islamic heritage (1929 —2026)

Sid Ahmed Sahla
Playwright (1952 — 2026)

Ahmida Attoui
Novelist (1936 —2026)

Abdelkader Zitouni
Short-story writer (1950 — 2026)

Elaine Mokhtefi
Writer (1928 — 2026)

Ammar Mohand Amer
Historian and researcher (1967 — 2026)
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ORGANISATION OF THE FAIR

Under the high patronage of the President of the Republic, Mr Abdelmadjid Tebboune, the Algiers International
Book Fair continues its journey as one of Algeria’s most important cultural events since its founding in 1995.
Over more than three decades, the Fair has consolidated its position as the country’s leading cultural event and
one of the most important recurring events organised by the Ministry of Culture and Arts in broad institutional
cooperation. It has also become one of the largest book fairs in Africa, the Arab world and the Mediterranean,
attracting hundreds of publishing houses, writers and intellectuals from Algeria and various regions of the
world, as well as millions of visitors every year. The Fair combines the celebration of books with a varied cultural
programme of conferences, meetings, and intellectual and literary activities. Its 29th edition, under the slogan
“Tomorrow Between the Covers of a Book”, will take place from 28 October to 7 November 2026 at the Pins
Maritimes Exhibition Palace, extending this legacy and strengthening its position as a major cultural event in
Algeria and the region, and as a platform that reinforces Algeria’s presence on the regional and international
cultural scene.

'MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND ARTS

FAIR MANAGEMENT SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL
Commissioner: COMMITTEE

Mohamed Iguerb - Amina Belaala - Hassan Arab
Exhibitor Relations: - Boumediene Bouzid - Ibrahim Sediki

Dalila Khidache - Djamel Yahiaoui - Hadj Ahmed Seddik
Sabrina Ali Bey - Said Said Benzerga

Logistics Manager:

Nacer Fodil SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

Relations with Ministries and Customs: Algérie Télécom - Cevital - Air Algérie - ONDA - Sofitel
Yazid Hamdani - TECHNO - Sonelgaz - Louati - CERIST - ANEP - GTP -
Administration and Finance: Télévision Algérienne - Radio Algérienne - APS - ETUSA -
Mustapha Gharbi SETRAM - SAFEX - RAMY - AGEL - SOLIS - AGROLOG - GIE

.. ) Monétique - Bibliotheque nationale d’Algérie.
Communication Products and Signage Manager: d d &

Amir Arafa

Media and Communications: EO NTACT .

Ahmed Kateb Tel: +213 (0) 23 96 52 57
Communications Coordinator: Tel/Fax:+213(0) 23 96 58 05
Mahmoud Ben Chaabane E-mail : info@sila.dz

29™ ALGIERS INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR
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Philosophy Of The Algiers International Book Fair:
A

Vision And Objectives

The Algiers International Book Fair affirms its position
asanational space where writing and artistic creativity
meet the worlds of publishing, distribution and
marketing, fostering interaction between cultural,
social and economic dimensions.

In keeping with this role, the Fair’s vision is based
on a set of principles that guide its choices, shape its
programmes and reflect its understanding of books and

the publishing industry. These principles are:

National identity: constants and values.

The history of the liberation struggle: recognition of
the Algerian people’s struggle and resistance.

Civilisational belonging: African, Mediterranean and
Arab.

Cultural openness: adapting to the contemporary era
and global transformations.

On the basis of this vision and these foundations, the Algiers International Book Fair pursues several objectives to
strengthen its cultural mission and role, including:

® Enabling Algerian talents to engage with their Strengthening media coverage to showcase Algerian
counterparts from brotherly and friendly countries. cultural achievements, highlight their reach and
® Promoting a culture of coexistence and peace, as well contribute to cultural diplomacy.
as dialogue and national solidarity. Developing the book and publishing industry and
® Highlighting contemporary Algerian identity in its improving professional standards across the sector.
various dimensions. Defending liberation causes around the world and
® Supporting state institutions in protecting tangible peoples’right to self-determination.
and intangible national heritage. Investing in new technologies and artificial
® Bringing books closer to citizens and encouraging intelligence.
reading. Introducing children and young people to the world
® Organising diverse cultural activities while of books in all their forms.
maintaining quality and innovation. Celebrating our writers and intellectuals.
® Promoting Algeria internationally as a cultural and

tourist destination.
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29™ Edition Of The Algiers International Book Fair

“Between the Covers of
a Book the Future’

In a renewed cultural celebration dedicated to books
and those who bring them to life, the 29th edition of
the Algiers International Book Fair promises more
ambitious prospects and unprecedented figures.

Year after year, this event confirms its leading position
as Algeria’s largest literary and cultural gathering, as
well as its essential role in the publishing landscape of
Africa and the Arab world.

This edition will run from 28 October to 7 November
2026 at the SAFEX Exhibition Palace in Pins Maritimes,
Algiers.

It is held under the slogan “Tomorrow Between the
Pages of a Book”, a symbolic phrase highlighting the

civilisational dimension of reading, conceived as
a gateway to the future and a space for interaction
between intellectual and literary experiences, where
culture and knowledge become levers for building a
better future.

The Fair’s official opening will take place on Wednesday,
28 October 2026. The general public will be admitted
from Thursday, 29 October. Visitors will be welcomed
daily from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

This exceptional edition will cover a vast exhibition
area of 45,500 m? compared with 23,000 m? at the
previous edition. The doubled area reflects the Fair’s
growing international scale, attracting leading
publishing houses and cultural institutions every year.

29 ALGIERS INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR
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The 29th edition will bring together 1,567 exhibitors,
compared with 1,254 last year, representing 51
countries across Africa, the Arab world, Europe, the
Americas and Asia.

This record participation comprises 350 Algerian
exhibitors, 554 Arab exhibitors and 663 exhibitors from
other countries around the world.

Participants—including publishing houses, cultural
institutions and government bodies—will be spread
across 762 stands. They will offer visitors a catalogue
of more than 285,000 titles covering a wide range of

Fact Sheet

intellectual, literary and scientific fields.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will be the Guest of
Honour, reflecting the depth of cultural and fraternal
ties between Algeria and Saudi Arabia, as well as a
shared history of literary and intellectual exchange.
The public will have the opportunity to discover Saudi
Arabia’s cultural and creative scene through a rich and
distinctive programme.

ftem Information

Event Algiers International Book Fair (SILA 2026)

Slogan “Between the Covers of a Book, the Future”

Edition 29th

Official Opening Wednesday, 28 October 2026

Public Opening Thursday, 29 October 2026

Opening Hours Daily, from 10:00 am. to 7:30 p.m.

Venue Pins Maritimes Exhibition Centre (SAFEX), El Mohammadia, Algiers

Total Exhibition Area 45,500 m?

Number of Exhibitors 1,567 exhibitors, including publishing houses, cultural institutions and government
bodies: 350 Algerian, 554 from Arab countries and 663 from the rest of the world

Participating Countries 51 countries from Africa, the Arab world, Europe, the Americas and Asia

Number of Stands 762

Titleson Display More than 285,000

Expected Visitors 6 million

Guest of Honour Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Area Allocated to the Guestof Honour 200 m?

Cultural Programme More than 45 events, including conferences, round-table discussions, poetry evenings
and tributes

Cultural Programme Participants 250 writers and intellectuals

Children’s Area 850 m?

Organisers Algiers International Book Fair Commission, under the supervision of the Ministry

of Culture and Arts.
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SILA
31 Countries. . . Books Bring
The World Together In Algeria

The Algiers International Book Fair once again welcomes readers and publishers from around the world, with
participation from 51 countries. This diverse cultural landscape reflects the position the Fair has established as
one of the leading book events in Africa, the Arab world and the Mediterranean. Through its broad international
presence, the Fair creates a space for meetings and exchanges of ideas, giving books and culture another
opportunity to foster dialogue among languages, experiences and cultures.

COUNTRIES PARTICIPATING IN SILA 2026

1 European Union 18 Czechia 35 Croatia

2 Jordan 19 Denmark 36 Canada

3 Spain 20 Romania 37 Kuwait

4  Germany 21 Slovakia 38 Lebanon

5  Indonesia 22 Slovenia 39 Libya

6 Iran 23 Sudan 40 Malta

7 Ireland 24 Syra 41 Malaysia

8 Italy 25 Sweden 42 Hungary

9  Portugal 26  Switzerland 43 Egypt

10 Belgium 27 Western Sahara 44 Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
11 Bulgaria 28 China 45  United Kingdom
12 Bosnia and Herzegovina 29 Iraq 46 Mauritania

13 Poland 30 Oman 47  Austria

14 Turkiye 31 France 48 India

15 Tanzania 32 Palestine 49 Netherlands

16 Tunisia 33 Finland 50 United States

17  Algeria 34 Qatar 51 Greece

29 ALGIERS INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR 13









NATIONAL REACH

The Algiers International Book Fair occupies a leading position in the national cultural landscape as the country’s
largest cultural event and the one that attracts the greatest public attendance. Each edition welcomes large
numbers of visitors from across Algeria. The 28th edition recorded a record attendance of more than six million
visitors, reflecting the Fair’s scale and its importance to the Algerian public.

International Reach

The Fair has a strong international presence and is regarded as the leading and largest book fair in Africa, the
Arab world and the Mediterranean basin, both in attendance and participation. It is also among the world’s major
book fairs, following those of Mexico, Argentina and Japan.

IMPACT AND RESPONSE

The Algiers International Book Fair helps promote Algeria’s image
internationally, reflecting the state’s commitment to strengthening
cultural momentum and making culture a strategic priority. The massive
attendance also demonstrates citizens’ enthusiasm and passion for books,

knowledge and culture. At the same time, the Fair presents an image of
Algerian cultural identity rooted in national constants and a diverse

historical heritage, while remaining open to the world.

The Fair also helps introduce local cultural heritage and highlight its
diversity, while opening up opportunities to engage with the shared
cultural values created by humanity. In this way, it strengthens
a unified national identity and consolidates the values of
coexistence and dialogue, while rejecting all forms of division
and hatred.



HISTORY OF THE FAIR AND DURATION

Over the years, the Algiers International Book Fair has become a fixture on the international
book-fair calendar and has maintained its place among the world’s major book events. Its 29th
edition runs from 28 October to 7 November 2026, over ten days, with the first day reserved for
the official opening.

This edition also coincides with the centenary of the founding of the North African Starin 1926
and the 70th anniversary of the Soummam Congress in 1956, bringing together the celebration
of books and the commemoration of milestones in Algeria’s national memory.

KEY FIGURES

Atits previous edition in 2025, the Algiers International Book Fair welcomed 6,241,718 visitors,
according to SVS statistics—a record that placed the Fair among the world’s leading events. The
highest attendance was recorded on 6 November 2025, with 850,914 visitors. Attendees came
from all age groups, genders, social backgrounds and professional categories, with visitors arriving
from every region of the country.

The Fairisalso an important event for Algerian families: parents bring their children, who account
for 80% of visitors. This led to the dedication of an entire pavilion—the El Wiam Pavilion—to
young people and children. At the 28th edition, one in every 27 Algerians visited the Fair, one
of the highest rates in the world and a testament to Algerians’ attachment to books.

The Fair is also a major professional attraction, with 1,258 publishers from 49 countries: 293
from Algeria, 411 from Arab countries and 554 from other countries.

Across many editions, the Fair’s international reach has extended across four continents,
excluding Oceania, with particular emphasis on Africa, the Arab world and Europe. In recent
editions, an average of more than 240,000 titles has been presented at prices accessible to readers,
with an increasing range of books in English, Italian, Spanish, German and other languages.
The development and launch of the SilaApp mobile application now make it possible to locate
books on display.

29 ALGIERS INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR
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Guest Of Honour:

Kingdom 0f Saudi Arabia

The relationship between Algeria and the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia is deeply fraternal. It is rooted in a
shared history of Arab and Islamic solidarity and has
developed over decades through cooperation in many
fields, including politics, economics and culture. The
leaders of both countries have strengthened these
ties not only through political consultation but also
through cultural cooperation and the creation of
channels of communication between the two peoples.
This has taken shape through high-level consultations
between officials, reaffirming the Algerian and Saudi
leaderships’ determination to preserve their legacy of
fraternal relations and strengthen it through every
available means and mechanism.

In recent years, institutional cooperation has also been
strengthened through the establishment of a Supreme
Coordination Council between the two countries,
a framework intended to broaden cooperation and
deepen partnerships across various sectors, including
cultural diplomacy. Cultural exchange is an important
part of bilateral relations, helping to foster mutual
understanding and highlight shared cultural heritage.

Key expressions of this cooperation include intensified
diplomatic and cultural activity and intellectual
dialogue. In this context, cultural relations between
the two countries have featured official discussions
on expanding avenues for cultural cooperation,
with meetings between officials to examine ways to
activate cultural diplomacy and renew joint cultural
cooperation agreements, with the aim of increasing
exchanges in the arts, literature and academia.

In recent years, Saudi Arabia has witnessed notable
growth in book publishing, with the sector becoming
one of the key pillars of Saudi Vision 2030, which views
culture and the knowledge industry as drivers of social
and economic development. This transformation
is reflected in the increasing number of publishing
houses, the development of book-related events,
support from government bodies, and the digital
transformation of reading and publishing.

According to arecent report, Saudi Arabia’s publishing
industry includes more than 500 local publishing
houses producing Saudi and Arab works and expanding
their reach among readers. This growth has been



supported by the establishment of the Literature,
Publishing and Translation Commission and the Saudi
Literature, Publishing and Translation Commission,
which play regulatory and strategic roles in supporting
the sector, including through licensing, funding and
professional development for publishers and authors.

According to data from the Small and Medium
Enterprises General Authority, the Saudi Book Fair
attracted approximately 2.2 million visitors in 2023.
This growth reflects increasing public interest in books
as a cultural heritage and a source of knowledge.

International book fairs also play a central role in Saudi
Arabia’s publishing sector and occupy a prominent
placeinits cultural landscape. The Riyadh International
Book Fair is one of the Kingdom’s largest publishing
events, with more than 1,000 exhibitors from over
25 countries. Its programme includes conferences,
workshops, poetry evenings and discussion sessions
on translation and creativity.

The Jeddah International Book Fair brings together local
and international publishers and reflects the expansion
of publishing in the Kingdom’s western region,
attracting visitors and international participants.

Digital publishing and e-books are also seeing growing
demand, particularly among younger generations
seeking content that can be accessed quickly on mobile
devices. This points to the expansion of publishing
models beyond the traditional printed format.

As part of the Commission’s efforts to strengthen
the knowledge industry and promote Saudi culture
worldwide, initiatives have been launched to translate
Saudi works and provide them with a wider platform.
These include the “Tarjim” translation initiative,
which has helped make a large number of Saudi books
available in other languages.

29 ALGIERS INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR

29* EDITION

19



20

OFFICIAL OPENING

The cultural programme will officially open on Thursday, 29 October, from 10:30 a.m. in the main conference
hall of the Pins Maritimes Exhibition Palace. The opening programme will include a welcome address by Mr
Mohamed Iguerb, Commissioner of the Algiers International Book Fair, followed by the official opening speech
by Dr Malika Bendouda, Minister of Culture and Arts, and an address by the representative of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, the Guest of Honour.

IN TRIBUTE TO THEIR MEMORY... REMEMBERING THE WRITERS WHO PASSED
AWAY THIS YEAR, WITH TESTIMONIES ON THEIR LIVES AND IMPACT

Mohamed Harbi (historian), Mohamed Daoud (critic), Riad Bouhadjila (poet), Djenat Boumendjel (writer), Djilali Ben
Abida (poet), Mohamed Salah Eddine (novelist), Sassi Abdi (historian), Leila Merwan (novelist), Mahmoud Aroua (writer),
Chamseddine Chitour (writer and researcher), Mohamed Salah Ounissi (man of letters), Mohamed Said Kaabach (writer
and researcher in Islamic heritage), Sid Ahmed Sahla (playwright), Ahmida Attoui (novelist), Abdelkader Zitouni (short-story
writer), Elaine Mokhtefl (writer), and Ammar Mohand Amer (historian)
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ROYAUME D ARABIE SAQUDITE

Saudi culture today stands on solid foundations,
drawing strength from a rich heritage and diverse,
deeply rooted traditions that reflect the variety of the
Kingdom’s thirteen regions. Like a lofty palm tree, it
sends its roots deep into history and offers the fruits
of its creativity to the world. Amid comprehensive
cultural renewal, the Kingdom has become fertile
ground for creative industries across many fields
and a home for Saudi creative talent whose work has
reached beyond geographical borders to the world.

Driven by a deep belief in the importance of the
exchange of knowledge and culture, the Kingdom

of Saudi Arabia’s participation as Guest of Honour
at the Algiers International Book Fair opens a new
chapter in the long-standing fraternal and historical
relations between the two brotherly countries. It
celebrates shared Arab and cultural ties that have
brought the two peoples together throughout
history. The following pages offer an overview of
Saudi culture, from itsrich legacy and contemporary
arts to its cultural industries—a culture proud of its
roots and moving confidently towards the future.



GUEST OF HONOUR

WORLD HERITAGE SITES IN THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA

Seven Saudi sites have been inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Hegra (Al-Hijr)

Inscribed in 2008, Hegra was the first Saudi heritage
site on the UNESCO World Heritage List. It lies 22
kilometres northeast of AlUla and has been known
by this name since ancient times. Hegra occupied a
strategic position on an ancient trade route linking
southern Arabia with Mesopotamia, the Levant
and Egypt. The route branched north towards Selah
(Petra), the Nabataean kingdom’s political capital,
via Tabuk, and towards Mesopotamia via Tayma.
This location helped Hegra become an economic
capital of the Nabataean kingdom and a destination
for trading caravans. Known as the land of Thamud
in Wadi al-Qura between Medina and Tabuk, the
site contains 851 cultural and natural locations of
exceptional heritage value, numerous Minaean
and Lihyanite inscriptions, cave drawings and
monumental tombs dating to the first century BCE.

Historic At-Turaif District in Diriyah

Located in Diriyah in central Saudi Arabia, the
Historic At-Turaif District was inscribed on the
UNESCO World Heritage List in 2010. It was the
centre of the first Saudi capital, founded in the
fifteenth century. Its political and religious role
grew during the eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. Its architecture bears the imprint of the
Najdi style distinctive to central Arabia, and its
remains include historic palaces of political and
cultural importance.

Historic Jeddah

Historic Jeddah was inscribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage List in 2014. Known as the gateway
to the Two Holy Mosques, it lies in western Saudi
Arabia within the wall built in 915 AH. It has
retained a traditional architectural character that
harmoniously reflects the climate and the social
traditions of its inhabitants. The wall had several
gates,including Bab Makkah, Bab al-Madinah and Bab

29 ALGIERS INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR
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al-Magharibah. Coral limestone known as kashur,
along with stone brought from nearby mountains,
was used in construction. Houses generally had
several storeys: the ground floor was used to receive
guests, while upper floors were reserved for the
household. Their facades were distinguished by large
wooden rawasheen screens.

N, B—
2 =

Rock Art in the Hail Region

The rock-art sites of Jubbah and Shuwaymis in the
Hail region are among the Kingdom’s largest and
most important archaeological sites. They were
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in
2015. Engraved and carved into rock faces, the images
record the livelihoods, daily activities, religious
practices and interaction with the environment
of local people from prehistoric times onwards.
This unique open-air museum has archaeological,
historical, artistic and aesthetic value. Studies
indicate that most images date to the Neolithic
period, around 14,000 years before the present.
They depict people engaged in group celebrations,
religious practices, battles and duels, as well as
animals used or hunted by people on the Arabian
Peninsula, including wild cattle, ibex, gazelles,
ostriches, mountain goats, lions and leopards.
Later, pre-Islamic images include many camels,
tribal scenes, raids and individual duels, sometimes
alongside inscriptions in the Ancient North Arabian
script. Camel images are especially widespread in
historical periods.

SR Pt
Al-Ahsa Oasis
Al-Ahsa Oasis became Saudi Arabia’s fifth UNESCO
World Heritage site in 2018. Located in the Eastern
Province, it covers more than 85 square kilometres
and forms an evolving cultural landscape of
palm groves, canals, springs, wells, a drainage
lake, extensive archaeological areas and selected
examples of built heritage in historic settlements.
Together, these features attest to the oasis’s role as a
major traditional settlement over the past 500 years.
Its topography includes springs, caves, mountains,
plains, modern and historic canals, water-lifting
methods, human settlements and natural drainage
areas. It is the world’s largest oasis and has preserved
its original geographical coherence and economic
and social functions as a major agricultural centre of
the Arabian Peninsula and an important economic
hub historically connected with the Gulf and
the wider world. Landmarks include the historic
Qaisariya Market, the Amiriya School (House of
Culture), historic Jawatha Mosque, Ibrahim Palace,
Bayt al-Bay’ah (the Allegiance House) and the Al-
Ahsa palm oasis, with its heritage buildings and
natural sites.




Hima Cultural Area in Najran

Inscribed in 2021, the Hima Cultural Area lies in
Najran in southern Saudi Arabia. Covering 557
square kilometres, it includes 550 rock-art panels and
hundreds of thousands of inscriptions and drawings.
Itis one of the world’s largest rock-art complexes and
an important station on ancient caravan and trade
routes crossing southern Arabia. It is believed to have
been one of ancient Arabia’s principal markets. The
wells at Hima marked the last water supply point on
the route north and the first after crossing the deserts
to the south. Tens of thousands of inscriptions are
written in Thamudic, Nabataean, South Arabian
Musnad, Syriac and Greek scripts, as well as early
pre-Islamic Arabic, among the beginnings of
modern Arabic script. Hima’s art and inscriptions
provide invaluable written, artistic, historical and
ethnographic evidence of climate change and its
effects on people. Extensive archaeological remains
include tail-like structures, installations, cairn tombs
and workshops for stone tools such as axes, pounders
and stone arrowheads. Ancient wells at the site are
still used today.

‘Uruq Bani Ma’arid Reserve

Inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in
2023, the reserve runs along the western edge of the
Empty Quarter and covers more than 12,750 square
kilometres. It forms part of the only continuous
sandy desert in tropical Asia and the largest
continuous sand sea on Earth. Its varied ecosystems
provide vital habitats and offer an exceptional
example of the ongoing ecological and biological
evolution of wild plant and animal communities.
The reserve contains more than 120 native wild
plant species as well as endangered wildlife adapted
to one of the planet’s harshest environments. These
include the world’s only free-ranging herd of Arabian
oryx,and mountain and sand gazelles. It is the Empty
Quarter’s richest known area in terms of biodiversity,
where the world’s largest sand sea meets the Arabian
Peninsula’s second-longest mountain range.

29 ALGIERS INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR
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The Cultural Landscape of the Al-
Faw Archaeological Area
Inscribed in 2024 for its outstanding universal

value, Al-Faw occupies a strategic point on ancient

trade routes across the Arabian Peninsula. It was
suddenly abandoned around the fifth century
CE. Approximately 12,000 archaeological objects
have been found, spanning prehistory to the late
pre-Islamic period and bearing witness to three
successive peoples and their adaptation to changing
environmental conditions. Features include tools
from the Palaeolithic and Neolithic periods, tapering
structures, stone cairns, circular buildings, the
sacred mountain known as Khashm Qaryah, rock
inscriptions, burial mounds, forts and caravanserais,
an oasis with an ancient water-management system,
and the ruins of Qaryat al-Faw.

ELEMENTS OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE ON UNESCQ’S REPRESENTATIVE LIST

Saudi Arabia has helped inscribe eleven elements on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Together, they reflect the richness of Saudi heritage, the diversity of its
intangible cultural practices and their long historical continuity.

N -

Saudi Ardah

Inscribed in 2015, Saudi Ardah is a performing
art combining displays, voices and poetic chants,
traditionally performed on important occasions. Its
name derives from the word ‘display’ and refers to
a large army. Ardah was part of the epic unification
of the Kingdom under its founder, King Abdulaziz
Al Saud, who ensured it was performed before
unification campaigns. It became a proud cultural
symbol. Saudi kings continue to perform it, and it
is used to welcome senior state guests, including
heads of state. The dignified, measured performance
inspires resolve and evokes courage, particularly

the courage of horsemen. Its form has endured:
participants divide into two groups, one reciting
war poems and the other carrying drums, with a flag
bearer between them. The poetry begins, followed
by drumming and the raising of swords. If Saudi
culture and heritage could be represented by a single
performance, the sword dance or Ardah would be an
apt emblem. Participants stand in two facing rows
wearing traditional dress: an embroidered long coat
called a daglah over a loose, long-sleeved garment
known as a marwadan, with diagonal leather
ammunition belts and swords in their right hands.
A repeated verse opens the performance; drummers
move between the sword-bearers, who sway forward
and backward and from side to side, sing, bend their
knees and raise and lower their swords in rhythm.
Another participant carries the national flag. The
atmosphere is festive and lively. Ardah symbolises
enduring unity between leadership and people.
Once performed to prepare for war and accustom
soldiers to battle, it isnow a collective expression of



joy in a secure society. It begins with the hawrabah,
the opening call, and proceeds with energetic
movements, coordinated rhythms and a special
war poem. The flag and swords lend it solemnity,
and the performance ends with the refrain “Under
my master’s flag: hearing and obedience,” affirming
devotion to the homeland and its leader.

The Majlis: A Cultural and Social Space

Inscribed in 2015, the majlis literally means a
place to sit and has helped transmit culture across
generations. In its many forms, it has brought
together scholars, poets, writers, elders and others to
exchange ideas, debate different fields of knowledge,
discuss local affairs, share news, welcome guests,
build friendships and socialise. It promotes dialogue
among all parts of society. Recognised for its social
importance, the majlis is regarded as a school of
thought, literature, society and politics—a place
from which scholars and poets emerge and to which
people turn for advice. People from many walks of
Saudi life attend, broadening their understanding
of national and wider Arab and Muslim issues and
allowing free expression on important matters.
Majlis gatherings are also social practices, rituals and
celebrations. Arab cultural and literary gatherings
date back to before written records, when a tribal
chief’s council made important decisions and
heard speeches and poems that shaped events. The
majlis remains an important part of social, cultural,
political and economic life. It is usually a spacious
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gathering area furnished with carpets and cushions
along the walls, with a hearth for preparing Saudi
coffee. Problems are resolved there, condolences
offered and celebrations held. Elders are guardians
of this intangible heritage, especially those with
extensive knowledge of nature, genealogy and tribal
history. Judges and sheikhs also play important roles
by settling disputes and clarifying political, social
and religious rights and duties. Women traditionally
also held their own majlis for matters concerning
them.

i ! - .
Saudi Coffee: A Symbol of Generosity
Inscribed in 2015, serving Saudi coffee is one of the
Kingdom’s most important hospitality customs
and a symbol of generosity. Coffee is traditionally
prepared in front of guests: the beans are selected,
lightly roasted over a fire, pounded, then placed in
a large copper dallah with water and boiled. Once
ready, it is poured into small cups and offered first
to the most distinguished or oldest guest. Men and
women from all parts of society drink it, especially
at home. Knowledge and traditions surrounding
coffee are passed down within families through
observation and practice; young people learn to
select the best beans by accompanying elders to
the market. Coffee is served in majlises and homes
for occasions large and small, including formal and
political events. Many homes have a dedicated room,
seating area or corner with equipment for preparing
and serving it. Coffee consumption is widespread
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and coffee cultivation in Saudi Arabia is flourishing.
Its culture encompasses buying, storing, preparing
and serving the beans, as well as the etiquette and
meanings associated with drinking it. Coffee features
in poetry, and respect for its traditions is widespread.
Each region has its own way of preparing and
serving coffee, and young people are raised to
respect these customs. Coffee remains central to
Saudi hospitality throughout the Kingdom, with
successive generations preserving its traditions and
learning about its varieties and preparation.
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Falconry: Living Human Heritage
Inscribed in 2016, falconry is a traditional
practice in many countries and is particularly
widespread in Saudi Arabia. It involves breeding
and training falcons for hunting. Originally a
way to obtain food, it has come to embody
friendship and sharing. It is practised along
bird migration routes by people of all ages, men
and women, amateurs and professionals, who
develop a strong bond and spiritual connection
with their birds. Breeding, training, handling
and hunting with falcons require patience and
experience. Over time, falconry has become
associated with nature conservation and
cultural heritage as well as social participation.
Practitioners train, release and breed birds
according to their traditions, establishing
close bonds and becoming key contributors to
their protection. Practices and equipment vary.
Falconers see themselves as a community and

may travel for weeks to practise, gathering in the
evenings to share what they did and saw during
the day. Knowledge and skills are passed from
one generation to the next.

Al-Qatt Al-Asiri: Traditional

Decorative Art on House Walls

Inscribed in 2017, Al-Qatt Al-Asiri is a traditional
art practised by women to decorate interior walls,
especially guest rooms or majlis spaces, in the Asir
region of southern Saudi Arabia. Once practised
exclusively by women, it is now also pursued by
male and female artists, designers and architects.
The art strengthens social bonds and solidarity
among women, while its use in homes helps ensure
its continuity. Observation and practice are the
principal ways in which the knowledge and skills
are passed on.



The Date Palm: Knowledge, Skills,

Traditions and Practices

Inscribed in 2019, date palms are associated with
handicrafts, occupations, traditions, customs and
social and cultural practices, and dates are a major
food source in Saudi Arabia. The evergreen palm is
adapted to dry climates, with roots reaching deep
into the earth in search of moisture. Knowledge
holders include palm-farm owners and farmers
who cultivate and prune the trees; craftspeople
who make traditional products from different parts
of the palm; date traders; creative practitioners; and
storytellers and poets whose work is linked to it. The
palm plays a central role in strengthening people’s
relationship with the land and helping them meet
the challenges of a harsh desert environment. This
historic relationship has generated a rich heritage
of shared practices and knowledge preserved to
this day. Its cultural significance and spread over
centuries reflect local communities’ commitment
to safeguarding it through collective activities,
celebrations, traditions and customs associated with
date palms..

Traditional Sadu Weaving
Inscribed in 2020, traditional Sadu textiles are
woven by Bedouin women in Saudi Arabia. The
word ‘sadu’ refers to horizontal weaving. The cloth
ismade on a ground loom and is durable and tightly
woven. Weavers use natural fibres available in
their environment. The patterns reflect the desert’s
simple, clear landscape, with repeated and balanced
geometric designs and vivid colours such as red
and orange that bring life to their surroundings.
The beauty of each piece depends on the quality of
spinning and weaving and the weaver’s skill: finer
yarn produces a clearer, more delicate structure
and pattern. Master weavers play an important
role in transmitting skills, often within families.
Associations and educational organisations also
pass on knowledge through classes and workshops.
Today, Sadu is woven as a hobby or for sale, and its
uses reflect women’s important role in Bedouin
society.
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Arabic Calligraphy: Knowledge,

Skills and Practices

Inscribed in 2021, Arabic calligraphy is the artistic
practice of writing Arabic in a decorative and
aesthetic manner, transmitted through formal and
informal education. It uses the 28 letters of the
Arabic alphabet, written in connected form from
right to left. Originally intended to make writing
clear and legible, it gradually developed into an
Arab-Islamic art used in traditional and modern
works. The flexibility of Arabic script allows almost
unlimited possibilities, even within one word, as
letters can be elongated and reshaped in many ways.
Traditional techniques use natural materials such
as reeds and bamboo stems for pens. Ink is made
from mixtures including honey, soot and saffron,
while paper is handmade and treated with starch,
egg white and alum. Modern calligraphy often uses
synthetic markers and paint, including spray paint
on walls and buildings. Craftspeople and designers
also use calligraphy in marble and wood carving,
embroidery and metal engraving. It is practised
across Arab and non-Arab countries by people of
all ages, with skills transmitted informally, through
schools or apprenticeships.

Saudi Khawlani Coffee: Knowledge and
Practices Related to Cultivation

Inscribed in 2022, knowledge and practices related to
growing Saudi Khawlani coffee beans are associated
with social rituals practised for more than 300
years in the Kingdom’s southwest, with techniques
passed to younger generations. Seeds are planted in
soil-filled mesh bags and kept in shade for three to
four months before being transferred to agricultural
terraces that conserve soil and water. The fruit
appears two to three years after planting. It is picked
by hand and dried; the dried fruit is placed on a
large, flat stone and peeled with a cylindrical stone
to avoid cracking the bean, which is then separated
fromits outer husk. Coffee symbolises generosity in
Saudi Arabia. Serving guests coffee made from beans
harvested on one’s own farm signals appreciation
and respect. Growing and processing Khawlani
coffee strengthens social cohesion and a shared sense
of identity, as farmers meet to exchange knowledge
and help one another improve their skills.



Al-Hidaa: Oral Expressions for Calling Camels
Inscribed in 2022, al-hidaa is a multi-voiced oral
expression accompanied by gestures or musical
instruments played by herders to communicate
with camels. Inspired by poetry, it uses a distinctive

MUSEUMS AND CULTURAL CENTRES
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repertoire of sounds familiar to the animals to guide
herds through deserts or pastures towards water,
feeding and milking areas. It can also be used to
gather camels quickly in immediate danger, such
as a sandstorm. Herders train camels to distinguish
right from left, open their mouths on command and
kneel to be mounted. The practice creates a strong
bond between camels and their herders and among
the herders themselves. In Saudi Arabia, al-hidaa is
passed down within families and communities as
children accompany adults on daily camel journeys.

Museums and cultural centres showcase the deep civilisational roots of Saudi culture, extending back
thousands of years, alongside its richness, vitality and contemporary expression. They help strengthen
cultural exchange among communities and share Saudi Arabia’s rich culture with the world.

Saudi National Museum

Opened in Riyadh in 1999, the museum has eight
galleries: Man and the Universe; the Arab Kingdoms;
the Pre-Islamic Era; the Prophet’s Mission; Islam and
the Arabian Peninsula; the First and Second Saudi
States; the Unification of the Kingdom; and Hajj and
the Two Holy Mosques.

Al-Masmak Palace

Originally called Qasr al-Mismak because of its thick
walls and floors, the palace was built during the reign
of Imam Abdullah bin Faisal bin Turki Al Saud. It is
anational landmark and the site of a battle that led
to the founder, King Abdulaziz, recapturing Riyadh.
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Diriyah Biennale

The first edition was launched in December 2021
in the JAX District of Diriyah under the theme
“Crossing the River by Tracing the Stones.” Its
second edition returned on 20 February 2024 under
the theme “After the Rain.” It serves as a platform for
artistic expression, a catalyst for cultural and artistic
value, and a space to present work by artists from
Saudi Arabia and abroad.

Islamic Arts Biennale

Held in early 2023 under the theme “Awwal Bait”
(“The First House”) in the Western Hajj Terminal at
King Abdulaziz International Airport in Jeddah, the
Biennale displayed 280 artefacts loaned by local and
international institutions. More than 40 Saudi and
international artists presented works exploring the
spiritual dimensions of Islamic culture.

~ e

Al-Awwal Courtyard
The first cultural centre launched by the Ministry
of Culture in 2022 is located in Riyadh’s Diplomatic
Quarter, in the historic building of The First Bank,
the Kingdom’s first commercial bank, formerly
known as the Saudi Hollandi Bank. Under the slogan
“Your Place, Your Space,” it offers an inspiring setting
for thinkers, creatives and talented people, with
art exhibitions, workshops, seminars, poetry and
literary evenings, concerts and film screenings. It
also includes a specialist art library, exhibition and
workshop spaces, a sculpture garden with seven
unique works, a café, a restaurant and a gift shop.
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Diriyah Centre for the Future of Art

This pioneering project was developed by the
Ministry of Culture in partnership with Diriyah
Company as the first centre in the Arab world
dedicated to New Media Arts.Itaimsto lead new forms
of creative practice at the intersection of art, science
and technology through education, empowerment
and the creation of broad opportunities for artists
from around the world. Based in historic Diriyah,
the centre reflects the Ministry’s commitment to



preserving the Kingdom’s unique heritage while
creating opportunities for artistic expression,
enriching Saudi Arabia’s thriving art scene and
strengthening Diriyah’s position as a global cultural
destination and home for new media arts.

TeamLab Borderless Museum in Historic Jeddah

The first museum of its kind in the Middle East, it
houses more than 80 experimental artworks created
by teamLab using digital technology. This unique
creative experience aims to enhance quality of life in
the Kingdom and make the museum a cultural and
tourist destination for Jeddah residents and visitors.

Royal Institute of Traditional Arts

The Institute is an initiative of the Quality of Life
Program, one of the programmes supporting Saudi
Vision 2030, and part of the Ministry of Culture’s
efforts to develop the local cultural sector through
education and knowledge. It provides advanced
educational programmes for talented and specialised
Saudi practitioners in an academic setting that
supports the sustainability, growth and flourishing
of traditional arts. Its goals include preserving local
identity through arts education, enriching and
promoting traditional arts, raising public awareness,
encouraging Saudi cultural assets nationally and
internationally, safeguarding tangible and intangible
heritage in traditional arts, and helping preserve
and develop Saudi heritage. The Institute also
partners with universities to provide educational
programmes, supports and recognises creative
practitioners, offers research grants related to
traditional arts and promotes international cultural
exchange.
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SAUDI PRODUCTS

Saudi Arabia’s land produces distinctive agricultural crops thanks to its suitable environment and climate.
These products are associated with particular regions, stand out for their uniqueness and have become

symbols of Saudi culture.

Poros gy

Taif Rose

The Taif rose grows annually in the mountains of
the Taif region, producing beautiful flowers with a
captivating fragrance. Local farmers tend these crops
as part of an enduring custom and cultural practice.
The roses are planted in March and harvested 42 days
later, and are celebrated at the Taif Rose Festival.

Saudi Khawlani Coffee

This coffee variety is grown in the Sarawat Khawlan
areas of the mountainous cities of Jazan, as well asin
Al-Baha and Asir. It requires a warm, humid climate
and limestone and basalt soils.

Olives

The Al-Jouf region is fertile ground for olive trees,
with millions of trees growing there and tens of
thousands of tonnes of olives produced annually.



PERFORMING ARTS

GUEST OF HONOUR

Saudi performing arts express the feelings and experiences of people through bodily movement and gestures
set to musical rhythms. Their origins vary: some were intended to strike fear into enemies before battle,
others to celebrate victory, while others offered recreation and an outlet for joy.

Al-Khubaiti

A performance art found in several Saudi regions,
Al-Khubaiti combines singing, performance and
instrumental music. Performers wear loose clothing
that allows them to twist, jump and spin. Its melodies
include “Ya Duwaydah” and “Ya Warid al-Ma’,” and
its instruments include the simsimiyya and drums.

AI Khatwah

In Asir, this art has a history stretching back a
thousand years. It began as a war dance and evolved
over time into its present form. Its melodies vary
between plains and mountains, numbering around
20. Instruments include the z,., barrel drum, zalfa,
mifraz and tin can. The name refers to the step
performed by participants, who move the left foot
a short distance forward and then return it to the
same position..

Al-Yanbawi

Originating in the coastal city of Yanbu, this form
grew out of sailors’ hopes and their experiences
sailing the sea and casting their nets. Participants
move in harmony, moving their hands and clapping
together. The violin and simsimiyya are played, with
the ganun sometimes replacing the latter.

Al-Samri

Al-Samri is performed by two groups facing one
another and reciting poetic verses, while participants
move together in unison to the beat of drums.
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Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Cultural Programme of the
Guest of Honour Country

Saudi-Algerian Cultural Relations: Horizons
of Literary Dialogue and Knowledge
Exchange

This seminar addresses the paths of cultural and
literary communication between the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and the People’s Democratic Republic
of Algeria, and the linguistic, civilizational, and
shared knowledge heritage that unites the two
scenes. It reviews mutual presence of Saudi
and Algerian literature, and the role of writers,
intellectuals, cultural institutions, translation,
publishing, and literary gatherings in enhancing
mutual acquaintance and exchange of expertise
between the two countries. It also discusses future
opportunities to expand cooperation in the fields
of literary creativity, translation, joint publishing,
research and studies, and cultural programs,
contributing to building sustainable knowledge
partnerships and deepening dialogue between the
Saudi and Algerian literary experiences.

Thursday, 29 October

Assia Djebar Hall
16:00 - 17:30
Speaker: Dr. Saad Al-Bazai
Moderator: Mr. Mohamed Mahdi Al-Hammadi

Saudi and Algerian Cuisine... Cultural
Intersections at the Table

This seminar explores cuisine as one of the most
prominent manifestations of cultural identity and
a living vessel for the memory of peoples and their
social values. Through a comparative reading of
Saudiand Algerian cuisines, the seminar addresses
points of intersection between dietary customs,
hospitality rituals, and social occasions, and
the historical and cultural meanings carried by
foods that reflect the depth of human relations
and the diversity of environments. The seminar
also highlights the role of cuisine in enhancing
cultural dialogue between the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and the People’s Democratic Republic of
Algeria, as a universal language that transcends
borders, highlights commonalities, and opens new
horizons for cultural exchange and rapprochement
between the two brotherly peoples.

Friday, 30 October

Tahar Ouettar Hall

17:00 - 18:30
Speaker: Chef Abdul Samad Al-Hawasawi
Moderator: Mr Mohamed Mahdi Al-Hammadi
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Saudi Classical Poetry Evening... “On the
Wings of a Seagull”

This seminar explores cuisine as one of the most
prominent manifestations of cultural identity and
a living vessel for the memory of peoples and their
social values. Through a comparative reading of
Saudiand Algerian cuisines, the seminar addresses
points of intersection between dietary customs,
hospitality rituals, and social occasions, and
the historical and cultural meanings carried by
foods that reflect the depth of human relations
and the diversity of environments. The seminar
also highlights the role of cuisine in enhancing
cultural dialogue between the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and the People’s Democratic Republic of
Algeria, as a universal language that transcends
borders, highlights commonalities, and opens new
horizons for cultural exchange and rapprochement
between the two brotherly peoples.

Saturday, 31 October

Assia Djebar Hall
17:00 - 18:30
Speaker: Mr Eid Al-Hujaili
Moderator: Mr Mohamed Mahdi Al-Hammadi

Literary Battles

Literary battles are not merely debates between
writers and critics, but pivotal stations that
have contributed to shaping literary taste,
enriching critical thought, and creating major
transformations in the history of Arabic literature.
In this seminar, Professor Osama Al-Wasili, author
of the book “Literary Battles,” takes us on a journey
reviewing the most famous literary battles, their
intellectual and cultural backgrounds, their most
prominent figures, and the impact they left on
the development of literature and criticism, to
discover how difference can turn into a driving
force for creativity, and how literary controversy
contributed to renewing visions and building the
Arab cultural scene. This seminar comes within
the cultural program of the Saudi corner at the
Algiers International Book Fair, affirming the
presence of Saudi literature in Arab intellectual
dialogues and celebrating the book as a window
to understanding the history of literature and its
paths.

Sunday, 1 November

Tahar Ouettar Hall
11:00 - 12:30
Speaker: Dr Dalal Al-Maliki
Moderator: Mr Mohamed Mahdi Al-Hammadi
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The Saudi and Algerian Novel: Questions of
Place and Transformation

The Saudi and Algerian novels represent two prominent
experiences in the Arab narrative scene, which
have succeeded in transforming place into a living
character and making social, historical, and cultural
transformations a rich material for narrative and
creativity. This seminar explores points of convergence
and specificity in the two novelistic experiences,
through a reading of how place was reflected in the
novel as a carrier of identity and memory, and how
the novel in both countries accompanied the major
transformations witnessed by society and absorbed
the questions of man, history, the city, the countryside,
the desert, the sea, and belonging. The seminar also
discusses the role of the novel in building cultural
bridges between peoples and its ability to present a
deep picture of societies and their transformations,
enhancing Arab cultural dialogue and affirming that
the difference of environments enriches the human
experience, while the creative word remains a spacious
space that unites them. This seminar comes within the
cultural program of the Saudi corner at the Algiers
International Book Fair, celebrating the Arabic novel as
an art that documents memory, reads transformations,
and builds bridges of understanding between cultures.

Tuesday, 3 November

Assia Djebar Hall
14:00 - 15:30
Speaker: Dr Abdullah Al-Wasali
Moderator: Mr Mohamed Mahdi Al-Hammadi

Poetry in Shaping National Identity: The
Word That Creates Belonging

Poetry is one of the most prominent tributaries that
have contributed throughout history to shaping
national identity, consolidating the values of belonging,
preserving collective memory, and documenting
historical and social transformations. Through the
poetic word, poetsexpressed the soul of their homelands,
celebrated place and people, and contributed to
building collective awareness and enhancing the
sense of belonging to the homeland, its culture, and
its values. This seminar addresses the role that poetry
plays in formulating national identity, as a vessel of
memory, a mirror of the soul, and a bridge linking
generations to their cultural heritage. It also reviews
how the poem contributes to consolidating shared
values, enhancing pride in identity, and highlighting
cultural specificity, while maintaining openness and
dialogue with other cultures. This seminar comes
within the cultural program of the Saudi corner at the
Algiers International Book Fair, celebrating poetry as
one of the most important tributaries of Arab culture,
and believing that the creative word not only preserves
the memory of homelands, but also contributes to
building the human being, deepening his belonging,
and enhancing cultural dialogue between peoples.

Wednesday, 4 November

Tahar Ouettar Hall
16:00 - 17:30
Speaker: Dr Abdullah Al-Haidari
Moderator: Mr Mohamed Mahdi Al-Hammadi
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Between the Writer and the Reader:
Transformations in Publishing and New
Challenges

The seminar addresses the rapid transformations
witnessed by the publishing industry, and what
digital technologies and platforms and changing
reading and reception patterns have brought
about in reshaping the relationship between the
writer, the publisher, and the reader. The seminar
discusses the most prominent stakes facing the
book on its journey from the text to the reader,
the future of paper and digital publishing, the
challenges of access, distribution, and marketing,
as well as the impact of new transformations
on the reader’s choices and on content creation
and publishing models. The seminar also looks
ahead to the future of this relationship and the
opportunities that can contribute to building a
publishing system more capable of reach and
sustainability, preserving the value of the book
and placing the reader at the heart of the cultural
process.

Thursday, 5 November

Tahar Ouettar Hall
17:00 - 18:30
Speaker: Mr Mohamed Al-Furaih
Moderator: Mr Mohamed Mahdi Al-Hammadi

The Story That Never Grows Old in Saudi
Literature

From the memory of place, the voices of narrators,
and the tales of majalis that have crossed
generations, the folk tale was formed as one of
the rich repositories of the community’s memory.

Monday, 2 November
Assia Djebar Hall
16:00 - 17:30
Speaker: Dr Manal Al-Omari
Moderator: Mr Mohamed Mahdi Al-Hammadi

The Arab Observatory for Translation: A
Platform for Documenting Translation and
Building the Future

The seminar addresses the vision, objectives,
and working mechanisms of the Observatory,
and its role in monitoring and documenting
the translation movement in the Arab world,
contributing to building a knowledge database
that serves researchers, those interested, and
cultural decision-makers.

Friday, 6 November

Tahar Ouettar Hall

16:00 - 17:30
Speaker: Dr Abdul Hakim Al-Sanan
Moderator: Mr Mohamed Mahdi Al-Hammadi
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Saudi Speakers Participating in the
Algiers International Book Fair 2026

Mr. Mohamed bin Mahdi bin Ali A Hammadi
Saudi poet and media personality from Al-Qatif Governorate,
holder of a bachelor’s degree in history from King Saud
University. He has worked in the media field through Saudi
Television and has a presence on the Saudi poetic and media
scene. He has participated in anumber of poetry evenings and
festivals inside and outside the Kingdom. He has published
several poetry collections, including “Remnants of Wounds,”
“Traveler,” “Philosophy of Love,” and “Delightful Madness.”
He has also received a number of awards and honors in the
field of poetry.
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Dr. Saad Abdul Rahman Al-Bazai
Prominent Saudi literary critic, thinker, and academic, holder
of a doctorate in English literature from Purdue University
in the United States. He worked as a professor of English and
comparative literature at King Saud University and held a
number of academic and cultural positions, most notably
membership of the Shura Council and the presidency of the
Riyadh Literary Club. He is considered one of the influential
names on the Saudi and Arab cultural scene. He hasnumerous
publications and research papersin literary criticism, cultural
studies, and comparative literature. Through his intellectual
works and cultural participations, he has contributed to
enriching the critical movement and enhancing cultural
dialogue between Arabic literature and world literatures.
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Chef Abdul Samad Mohamed Al-Hawasawi

Saudi chef specialized in culinary arts and Saudi cuisine. He
works in academic training at the College of Tourism and
Hospitality in Medina. He has participated in a number of
cooking competitions and events inside and outside the
Kingdom, and represented the Kingdom in the “Top Chef”
program. He has a media presence in a number of television
and radio programs. He authored the book “The Medina
Table from Medina,” documenting local cuisine. In 2022,
he received the Culinary Arts Award within the National
Cultural Awards initiative organized by the Ministry of
Culture.

Mr. Eid Abdullah Mohamed Al-Hujaili

Saudi poet and man of letters from Medina, with an extended
presence on the Saudi cultural scene. He is known for his
poetic experience that combines the metrical poem and
modern poetic forms, with a clear inclination toward
condensation and economy of language. He has published
a number of poetic works, most notably “A Stature That
Stutters” and “Gatherings of Grief.” He has participated in
numerous poetry evenings and literary gatherings, and wasa
member of the Board of Directors of the Medina Literary Club
and directed the branch of the Culture and Arts Association
in Medina.

Dr. Dalal Bandar Salem Al-Maliki

Saudi critic and poet specialized in literature and criticism. She
works as a professor of literature and criticism at the College of
Arabic Language at Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University.
She has a number of studies and research papers on the Saudi novel,
literary criticism, and autobiography. Among her publicationsis the
book “The Resistant Reader.” She has participated with her research
inanumber of literary and critical gatherings inside the Kingdom
and has a presence in the cultural press. Her experience combines
academic research and poetic writing. In 2025, she won the Sharjah
Award for Gulf Women's Creativity in the field of classical poetry
for her collection “Coma.”

Dr. Manal Ahmed Darwish Al-Omari

Academic, researcher, and assistant professor of literature
and criticism at King Saud University. She obtained her
doctorate in literature and criticism from the university
in 2022. Her research interests focus on Arabic literature,
criticism, and cultural studies. She has published the book
“Deficiency and Human Perfection in Ancient Arabic
Prose” and the book “The Art of the Anecdote through
the Rare Lapses of Urs al-Na‘ma al-Sabi’.” She has a number
of published research papers in literature and criticism.
In her career, she combines academic work and cultural
activity, in addition to her work in Arabic linguistic
proofreading since 2020.
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Dr. Abdullah Abdul Rahman Al-Wasali

Dr. Abdullah Saad Abdul Rahman Al-Wasali is a Saudi
writer, novelist, and short story writer, with a presence on
the literary and cultural scene through his narrative works
and journalistic writings. He has published a number of
stories and literary texts and has contributions to reading
and discussing Saudi literary works. Among his novelistic
worksis “The Destinies of the Good Town,” which reached
the shortlist for the Prince Saud bin Abdul Mohsen Award
for the Saudi Novel in 2016. He has also participated in a
number of cultural events and gatherings and contributed
to the Saudi press with articles and literary readings.

=t

Dr. Abdullah Abdul Rahman Al-Haidari

Saudi man of letters, critic, and researcher specialized in
modern literature and criticism, with a notable interest
in autobiography and Saudi literature. He worked in
Saudi Radio for years before moving to academic work
at Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University, where
he worked as a professor of literature and criticism. He
chaired the Board of Directors of the Riyadh Literary Club
between 2013 and 2017. He has extensive contributions to
research and cultural documentation. He has published a
number of works, most notably “Autobiography in Saudi
Literature” and “The Prose Works of Hussein Sarhan.”.

Mpr. Mohamed bin Abdullah
bin Mohamed Al-Furaih

Saudi writer and researcher, holder of a bachelor’s degree in
libraries and information from Imam Muhammad bin Saud
Islamic University. He has long experience in the fields of
libraries, publishing, and translation. He worked at the King
Fahd National Library and King Saud University, and held
positions in the publishing and authorship sector. He has
a number of publications ranging between literature, self-
development, and geographical research, most notably “The
Flowing River,” “Quiet Strength,” and “The Art of Managing
Situations.” He also authored “The Pegs of Yamamah and the
Havens of Najd,” an extensive dictionary documenting the
mountains of the Riyadh and Qassim regions.

Dr. Abdul Hakim Fahd Abdul Aziz Al-Sanan

Saudi academic and translator, assistant professor at
the College of Languages and their Sciences at King
Saud University, specialized in the Persian language
and translation. He supervises the Arab Observatory
for Translation and holds the position of Director of the
ISESCO Regional Office in Baku. He is also a member of the
Board of Directors of the Saudi Translation Association.
He has a number of works translated from Persian and
Tajik, including the novel “A Cry of Conscience” and the
book “Foundations and Theories of Teaching Persian
to Non-Native Speakers.” He has a presence in cultural
initiatives and projects concerned with translation and
enhancing knowledge communication between cultures.
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Conference

Conference: The Novel in Qur Lives

In Homage to Mohamed Daoud

Starting from the principle that the narrative is no
longer merely a story told, but a space in which we
experience our beings and rediscover the world
around us, the following question has imposed
itself with greater urgency than ever: “Why has the
novel become important in our lives?” A question
we ask at a time when events are accelerating
and life experiences are fragmenting. The novel
offers us a form of understanding and an attempt
to grasp the world; it allows us to live other lives,
to see reality from multiple angles and through
different experiences, and it opens before us the
field of dialogue with other cultures. It poses the
great questions about meaning, identity, memory
and destiny. This is why the novel has become an
urgent necessity in our time: it confers on human
experience the depth that tends to fade in the tumult

of daily life.

This colloquium poses the question: what do the
writing and reading of the novel bring us today in
our lives?

Friday 30 October

Tahar Ouettar Hall

15:00 - 16:30
Speech: Makhlouf Amar
Participants: Amara Lakhous (novelist, Algeria),
AKkli Tadjer (novelist, Algeria), Aicha Ibrahim
(novelist, Libya), Jassem Salman (novelist, Qatar),
Fadila El Farouk (novelist, Algeria), Rasha Samir
(novelist, Egypt), Ahmed Rashad (publisher, Egypt).
Moderator: Lounis Benali (writer and academic,
Algeria).




Conference

LITERATURE

The Question of Memory In
the Desert Narrative

“History never says goodbye... History says: see you
soon!”

Starting from this famous quotation by the
Uruguayan writer Eduardo Galeano, the recovery of
what has been forgotten from memory takes place in
several ways: through free association, which often
occurs according to the principle “one thing recalling
another,” and through self-awareness of one’s history
and past. This is what the Algerian desert narrative
has undertaken by summoning individual and
collective memory and interrogating the past, in
order to go beyond and deconstruct documentary
history, which is often unable to unearth certain
details for lack of documentary sources.

The novel, thanks to its breadth, its flexibility and its
capacity to arouse identification and imagination,

produces, through its open cultural discourse
imbued with the author’s artistic and aesthetic
vision, as well as through its attempt to anchor the
historical event in the present, a new discourse that
helps to understand history, by questioning what
exceeds the framework and what has been passed
overinsilence by the historian, due to documentary
rigor and the lack of sources, which often hinder the
exploration of grey areas.

Saturday 31 October

Tahar Ouettar Hall

17:00 - 18:30
Participants: Abdelhadi Dahdouh (Algeria), Saida
Aribi (Algeria), E1 Aid Bouda (Algeria), Boufateh
Sebgag (Algeria), Yousfat Meriem (Algeria), Ahmed
Dalil (Algeria).
Moderator: Ramdane Hinouni (academic, Algeria).

29 ALGIERS INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR

1



46

Conference

How to Make a Bestselling Novel?

The novel classified as a “bestseller” is not built on chance

alone, but on a sufficient dose of narrative intelligence
that knows how to capture the reader’s attention from
the first moment and plant in him a growing feeling that
something decisive is taking shape before him as the story
progresses. It is not a simple story told, but a carefully
elaborated experience; where a captivating plot and a
balanced rhythm are combined, and where the characters
are woven in such a way as to make them close to reality
and vibrant with life, capable of arousing empathy or
curiosity, or even controversy. In the eyes of many literary
figures, the value of these novels lies not only in their
wide diffusion, but in their capacity to achieve a precise
equation between depth and attractiveness. Some see that
the “bestseller” novel can fall into the trap of simplification
or facility in order to satisfy a broad popular taste, while
others, led by Dan Brown, consider that it represents a
legitimate form of creativity; where the challenge is to
reach the greatest number of readers without sacrificing

artistic and intellectual quality. Some underline that this
creative combination of suspense, clarity and the human
dimension is not something innate, but the result of a deep
awareness of the tools of narrative and the psychology of
the contemporary reader.

Thus, the debate remains open: is the “bestseller” novel a
victory of popular taste or a concession to it? Orisit, in the
best of cases, a rare meeting point between true creativity
and wide diffusion?

Saturday 31 October

Assia Djebar Conference Hall

13:00 - 14:30
Participants: Julia Chapman (novelist, England),
Waciny Laredj (novelist, Algeria), Ahmed Khairy
(novelist, Iraq), Ahmed Khaled Mustafa (novelist,
Egypt), Abdelouahab Aissaoui (novelist, Algeria), E1
Habib Sayah (novelist, Algeria).
Moderator: Hamid Bouhabib (academic, Algeria).




LITERATURE

Conference

The Short Story. . . an Art that
Resists Disappearance

At a time when the novel seduces many writers and
imposesits presence as the most widespread and dominant
narrative form, the short story does not disappear; it
returns each time in a purer and more concentrated form,
as a permanent reminder that literature is not measured
by size, but by the density of the effect. This is why literary
figures continue to write it. The short story offers the
writer what the novel does not easily grant him: it gives
him the freedom to seize a fleeting instant, a passing
idea, or an intense human emotion, without the need for
details. It is a space of experimentation, where the writer
can venture linguistically and narratively, and test new
forms without a long-term commitment.

In this sense, the short story appears as a permanent
workshop of innovation that keeps the artistic sense
awake. On the other hand, the short story deeply accords
with the rhythm of the era; between the acceleration of
life and the dispersion of attention, the reader finds in this
art aform adapted to his time, without renouncing depth Wednesd ay 4 November

or meaning. Itisarapid reading in appearance, butslowin  Assia Djebar Conference Hall

its effect; for it continues to resonate in the reader’s mind Session |

long after its end. The short story also has a particular ~ 13:00 -14:00

aesthetic dimension; it rests on economy and precision; Participants: Amine Zaoui (Algeria), Abdelaziz
where every word becomes necessary, and every sentence Ghermoul (Algeria), Thab Al-Qaisi (Irag).
calculated. This challenge seduces literary figures who Sell/ls?grellﬁtor: I et Ll e sl )
see in condensation the summit of eloquence, and in

. . . . 14:00 - 15:00
suggestion a wider horizon than explanation. Thus the Participants: Amira Hassani (writer, Algeria)
short story remains. ’ :

Hakima Joumana Djaribia (short-story writer,
Algeria), Abdelkader Barghout (shortstory writer,
Algeria), Khalil Hachlaf (short-story writer, Algeria),
Abdelhafid Ben Djelouli (writer, Algeria), Aicha
Bennour (writer, Algeria).

Moderator: El Kheir Chouar (novelist, Algeria).
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Conference

Kateb Yacine. . . Nedjma
that Does Not Fade

The novel “Nedjma” by Kateb Yacine remains, in its  its discourse, and to reveal the great semantic keys
uniqueness and singularity, among the immortal that this work seems to obstinately hide.

works that time does not wear out. It is in a state .

of permanent formation, deploying the force of Fl’lda\/ 6 November

its persuasion to fix its structure with multiple ~ Assia Djebar Conference Hall

entrances and ambiguous exits. Seventy years after 15;?0; 16:30‘[ P . .

its publication, this novel continues today to push Jéﬁ;g:ﬁ Sseﬁ dn;‘% delli (?iir(jﬁiieggﬁfigﬁa

us to interrogate what it contains of strangeness Berarhi (academic, Algeria), Karima Belkhamsa

and poetry in its narrative modes, to deconstruct (tesearcher, Algeria).

the invisible thread that produces the otherness of Moderator: Abdelilah Amirache (academic, Algeria).




LITERATURE

Algerian Poetic
Evening

Sunday 1 November

Panaf Ethos

17:00 - 18:30
Participants: Nadir Tayar, Salima Massoudi,
Ilyas Saber, El Lakhdar Berka, Saif Bader,
Mohamed Rahal, Ahmed Salim Ath Ouali, Mai
Ghoul, Ahmed Belmahdi, Salim Deradji, Samira
Ben Aissa, Fateh Allag, Abdelouahab Fathi,
Abderrahmane Ben Kazou, Achour Boukeloua,
Abdelkader Rabhi, Moussab Takieddine,
Abderrahmane Bouzerba, Abdelmalek Grine,
Oussama Lansari, Farida Bouguenna.
Animation: Afaf Fennouh.

Arab Poetic
Evening

Tuesday 3 November

Assia Djebar Conference Hall

17:00—18:30

Participants: Jumana Al-Tarawneh (Jordan),
Abdelrazzak Al-Rubai (Iraq/ Sultanate of Oman),
Ibrahim Al-Salmi (Sultanate of Oman), Shirine
Al-Adawi (Egypt), Soumaya Al-Yaakoubi (Tunisia),
Hassan Al-Zahrani (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia),
Abdullah Issa (Palestine), Lakhdar Baraka (Algeria),
Fateh Allag (Algeria).

Animation: Abderrahmane Bouzerba (Algeria).
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Conference of Young Writers

Novel Writing: the Limits of Realism. . .

!

the Magic

Novel writing that inclines towards the fantastic has
become a widespread phenomenon among young writers.
A new generation of writers has appeared who see in the
fantastic an attempt to go beyond realist writing. It is
not a flight from the real, but rather a redefinition of it.
The growing orientation towards the fantastic reflects a
transformation of aesthetic sense and of the way of looking
at the world. Realism, despite its richness, rests on the
representation of the world as it is or as it appears, while
many writers of today feel that reality itself has become
complex and fragmented, and sometimes impossible to
grasp by direct language.

Here the fantastic intervenes not as a naive alternative, but
as a tool to deconstruct this complexity through symbol,
metaphor, and the construction of parallel worlds that
reflect the truth in an indirect manner. The fantastic also
offers the writer a wider space to express great questions
without colliding directly with the constraints of the
real. This does not mean, however, that realism has

of the fantastic

o |

lost its capacity or its legitimacy; one can say that the
relation between the two forms is not a conflict, but a
complementarity. Even the most aerial fantastic texts rest
in their depth on a real experience, just as realism itself
can renew itself by absorbing imaginary elements.

This colloquium poses many questions such as: why
has the new generation of writers chosen to orient itself
towards fantastic literature? Isit an orientation resulting
from the limits of realism, and from its incapacity to offer
a literature that accompanies their conceptions?

Thursday 5 November

Assia Djebar Conference Hall

14:00 - 15:30
Participants: Sara Mohamed Mairech (writer,
Algeria), Abdelbasset Bani (novelist, Algeria), Chams
Tiziri (novelist, Algeria), Fateh Boumahdi (novelist,
Algeria).
Moderator: Inchirah Saadi (Algeria).



LITERATURE

Conference on Algerian Literature Written

in the Amazigh Language

Drawing Inspiration from Heritage
and Producing Modernity

Literature is not born from a vacuum; it is nourished
by collective memory and draws its vitality from the
creator’s capacity to reinterpret the past in the light of the
questions of the present. From this point of view, Algerian
literature written in the Amazigh language constitutes
one of the most remarkable cultural models that have
succeeded in transforming heritage from a simple
reservoir of tales, legends, proverbs and oral poetry into
an open creative space, where authenticity and modernity,
memory and future vision cross. Algerian heritage in its
Amazigh dimension remained, for centuries, preserved
in oral memory and material heritage, transmitted from
generation to generation through poems, songs, popular
tales, proverbs, social rituals and traditional crafts.

With the cultural and social transformations that the
contemporary world has known, Algerian literature
written in the Amazigh language has entered a new phase,
where it has passed from the oral space to the space of
writing, and from the preservation of the inheritance to its
written reproduction according to modern artistic visions
and styles. The Algerian writer who writes in Amazigh no
longer contents himself with evoking mythical characters
or popular tales as they are, but has reread and interpreted
them, and made of them symbols and contemporary
questions that address the problematics of identity,
freedom, memory, migration and the relation to the other.

This colloquium advances the idea that modernity in
Algerian literature written in the Amazigh language does
not mean rupture with the past, but its rediscovery, the
extraction of its symbolic and aesthetic energies, and their

reformulation in the language of the era. True literature
does not repeat heritage; it dialogues with it and confers
onitanew life.

Thursday 5 November

Assia Djebar Conference Hall

16:00 - 17:30
Participants: Oulebsir Rachid (Algeria), Farida
Sahoui (Algeria) Rachida Ben Sidhoum (Algeria),
Rabia Beriak (Algeria).
Moderator: Ibrahim Tezgharte (Algeria).
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Special Conference on Palestine

Ghassan Kanafanl. . . the Narrative
of Resistance and Struggle

Ghassan Kanafani was not only a novelist writing
the stories of the Palestinian struggle; he formed a
living consciousness issuing from the wounds of
his people, and a voice emerging from the heart of
the Palestinian experience with all that it carries of
uprooting, nostalgia and resistance. He wrote not
only to document the pain, but to give it a meaning,
and to transform it from a lived human state into
a discourse capable of acting and influencing. He
sought in words a temporary homeland, yes... but
a homeland that does not rest on forgetting, but
on the permanent recall of what has been lost and
of what must be recovered. What distinguishes
Ghassan Kanafani’s experience is this deep fusion
between literature and resistance; where the word
is no longer an aesthetic luxury, but is transformed
into an act, a resistance, and a moral and political
position. The characters he creates are beings
who carry the burden of the cause, and embody
the questions of exile, identity and justice. Here,
literature in Ghassan Kanafani becomes a parallel
field of struggle, no less important than any other
field. Just as battles are fought on the ground, they
are also fought in consciousness, in memory, and in
language. From this point of view, his creative project ~ \Wednesd ay 4 Novem ber
was not separated from his project of struggle;itwas 1555, ouettar Hall

one of its most durable and most influential forms, 14:00 - 15:30

where the word continues to play itsrole, even when Participants: Saleh Fakhri (Jordan), Saleh
everything else falls silent. Guemriche (France), Raed Naji (Palestine / Algeria).
Moderator: Abdelkrim Ouzeghla (Algeria).




LITERATURE

Podiums

Sunday 1 November

Panaf Ethos
14:00 - 15:30

Podium: Ahmed Ben Saada (Algeria)
“What Role for the Intellectual Today?”

Dialogue with: Faycal Sahbi (academic, Algeria).

Tuesday 3 November
Panaf Ethos
16:00 - 17:30
Podium: Yasmina Khadra
“Palestine... | Write the Name of Freedom”

Discussion around his new novel “The Prior of

L Bethlehem”.
i Dialogue with: Mohamed Karim Assouan
PODIUM YASMINA KHADRA academic, Algeri).

Thursday 5 November

Tahar Ouettar Hall
15:00 - 16:30

Podium: Tahar Labib (thinker, Tunisia).
“The Influence of Ideas”

Dialogue with: Zoubir Arous (academic, Algeria).

ESTRADE LABIB
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ESTRADE FIDOUHE

A
PODIUM ADONIS

Thursday 5 November

Panaf Ethos

16:00 - 17:30
Podium: Abdelkader Fidouh (academic and critic,
Algeria).

“My Critical Experience”

Dialogue with: El Yamine Ben Toumi (writer and
academic, Algeria).

Friday 6 November
Abou Al-Qassem Khammar Hall
16:00 - 17:30

Podium: Adonis
“My Poetic Experience”

Dialogue with: Abdelkader Fidouh (academic and
critic, Algeria).
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Conference

Translation: Bridges of
Passage and Discoveru

Translation isnot a simple transfer from one language to
another; itisaprocess of deep cultural passage. Meanings
are reformulated there, and the limits of language and
identity are put to the test together. Translation acts as a
living bridge linking different worlds, allowing cultures to
interact instead of closing in on themselves. In our time,
where the world is widening and human experiences
are multiplying, translation has become a necessity
for understanding others, and even for understanding
ourselves.

For we often discover new aspects of ourselves through the
eyes of others, and we revise our ideas and our postulates
when we confront different points of view. In this way,
translation contributes to changing stereotypes and
opens a wider horizon to interpretation and interaction.
This colloquium aims to shed light on the reality of the
translation of the novel and of thought, for there are
important questions such as how to transmit a novel
without it losing its original spirit, and how to translate

thought without losing its precision or changing its
meaning. It also addresses the question of the place of
the translator between fidelity to the original text and
the necessity of adapting to a new language and culture.

These questions do not concern only the techniques of
translation, but go beyond that to the very essence of
the creative process. Translation becomes here a form
of writing, an open dialogue between languages, and a
permanent quest towards the construction of a deeper
and wider human understanding.

Sunday 1 November

Tahar Quettar Hall

13:30 - 15:00
Participants: Jolanda Guardi (ttaly), Nick Taylor
(translator, United States), Bassam El Bazzaz (Iraq), Said
Boutadjine (Algeria), Hajjaj Abu Jabr (Egypt), Kamel
Boumenir (Algeria), Abdelaziz El Ayadi (Tunisia).
Moderator: Abdelkader Bouzida (Tunisia).




Joint Programme with the Guest of
Honour “Kingdom of Saudi Arabia”
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Conference

Contribution of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
to the Support of the Algerian Revolution

Arab support, and at its head that of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, constituted an important contribution
in the course of the Algerian Revolution; it manifested
itself in political and human dimensions. The Kingdom
strove to support the Algerian cause in international
forums, and to defend the right of the Algerian people to
liberation and independence. It also provided material
support that contributed to strengthening the resistance
of the revolution in the face of colonialism. This role was
not limited to the official side only, but extended to the
mobilisation of Arab and Islamic public opinion, thus
consolidating the presence of the Algerian cause as a just
cause in the collective consciousness of the nation.

Thus, this contribution is inscribed in the context of
Arab solidarity, which contributed to the realisation

of independence, and confirmed the unity of destiny
in the face of colonialism. There exist between Algeria
and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia solid cultural bridges
through the installation of a elite of Algerian writers and
intellectuals in the Hedjaz since the beginning of the 20th
century.

Thursday 29 October

Assia Djebar Conference Hall

14:00 - 15:30
Participants: Abdallah Meklati (academic, Algeria),
Omar Boudarba (academic, Algeria), Rachid Ould
Boussiafa (writer and journalist, Algeria), Redouane
Chafou (academic, Algeria).
Moderator: Mustapha Boutoura (Algeria).




JOINT PROGRAMME

Algerian-Saud
Paetic Evening

Friday 6 November

Assia Djebar Hall

17:00 - 17:30
Participants: Slimane Djouadi (poet, Algeria),
Warda Bouzenada (poet, Algeria), Abdallah Al-
Khudair (poet, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia), Jassem
Al-Sahih (poet, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia), Mastoura
Al-Orabi (poet, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia), Ahlam
Al-Hamid (poet, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia), Zoubir
Derdoukhe (poet, Algeria).
Moderator: Ibrahim Seddiki (poet, Algeria).
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Conference

The Tragedy of the World. . .
Point of View of Philosophers

Dedicated to the soul of the late Abderrahmane Boukaf

Py
v

H

Imaginary depiction of the Muslim philosopher and scholar Abu Nasr Al-Farabi (874—950),

A certain number of thinkers, from Noam Chomsky to
Zygmunt Bauman, passing by Todorov and Edgar Morin,
come together in the diagnosis of a historical moment
marked by a share of tragedy; where the promises of
modernity (rationality, progress, freedom) seem to have
stumbled or to have been transformed into painful
paradoxes. The world that bet on the mastery of reason
and rigorous organisation finds itself confronted with new
forms of fragility, uncertainty, inequality and failure.

In this context, the tragedy of the world isnot understood
as a total collapse, but as a state of permanent tension
between what was promised to man and what has
effectively been realised. This colloquium places the
philosophical conceptions that have discussed the
“tragedy of the world” at the heart of an open debate,
and poses the question: how do philosophers see the
traits of this tragedy? Is it the result of the failure of the
modern project itself, or of its bad application? Where

+ IS LT
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are the limits of this critique situated? Does it remain a
theoretical diagnosis, or can it be transformed into an
alternative horizon that reformulates the relation of
man to the world? These are questions that go beyond
the observation to go towards interrogation, and invite
us to think the possibilities of emerging from this state,
not by nostalgia for the past, but by the reinvention of
the tools of understanding, and the formulation of new
visions capable of grasping the complexity of the present
human moment.

Friday 30 October

Assia Djebar Hall

15:00 - 16:30
Address by: Amel Mouhoub (Algeria).
Participants: Khadidja Zetili (Algeria),
Benmeziane Benchergui (Algeria).
Moderator: Amel Mouhoub (Algeria).
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Conference

The Centenary of the Foundation
of the North African Star

1926 - 2026)

Dedicated to the souls of the late historians
Mohamed Harbi and Amar Mohand Amer

This year (2026) marks the first centenary of the
foundation of the “North African Star,” the movement
founded by an elite of nationalist militants emigrated in
1926,1n a historical context where Maghrebi communities
in diaspora, notably in France, lived under the weight of
marginalisation and exploitation, while beginning to
forge a new political consciousness.

This organisation was not only a nascent political
framework; it represented a qualitative turning point
in the course of formation of the Algerian national
movement. It combined social demands, such as the
defence of the rights of immigrant workers, and political
demands that progressively oriented themselves towards
the idea of independence with the Party of the Algerian
People. Thus, it made the struggle pass from the level of
limited reformist demands to a more radical horizon,
which poses again the question of sovereignty and
identity.

The North African Star also played a central role in linking
the struggle inside the country with the space of the
diaspora; where Paris and other European cities became
platforms of mobilisation and organisation, and spaces
for the elaboration of a modern national discourse. This
interaction contributed to the formation of a conscious
political elite, which would later pursue the path of

struggle within other organisations, up to the triggering
of the Algerian Revolution.

The evocation of this anniversary is not inscribed only
in the framework of historical documentation, but opens
the field to a rereading of the first beginnings of Algerian
national consciousness, and to the understanding of
the way in which social, political and cultural factors
intermingled to produce a complete liberating national
movement. It also recalls that the struggle for freedom
was not the fruit of a single moment, but the result of a
long course of accumulation, of which one of the most
important milestones was the emergence of the North
African Star as one of the first organised expressions of
this consciousness.

Sunday 1 November

Assia Djebar Hall

14:00 - 15:30
Address by: Benjamin Stora and Hassan
Remaoun.
Participants: Mohamed Medjaoud (academic,
Algeria), Samira Lahmer (academic, Algeria), Rachid
Khettab (writer, Algeria), Christian Phéline (historian,
France), in the presence of Mr Abdelaziz Medjahed
(Director of the National Centre for Global Strategic Studies,
Algeria).
Moderator: Boudjella Abdelmadjid (Algeria).




HISTORY AND MEMORY

Projection of the documentary film

‘The North African Star. . .
the Centenary’

by Hassan Aarab, productton of the channel Algerte Internationale AL 24

Sunday 1 November

Assia Djebar Hall
18:00 - 19:00
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Conference

The Seventieth Anniversary of the
Soummam Eongr UAugust 155

The year 2026 marks the seventieth anniversary of the
Soummam Congress (1956), one of the most important
turning points in the course of the Algerian Revolution.
This congress was not only a fleeting organisational
meeting, but a founding moment that reformulated the
logic of the revolution and its tools. It was held in the
Soummam valley on 20 August 1956, in circumstances
marked by the intensification of armed action and the
growing need for coordination of efforts.

The leaders of the revolution decided to hold the
Soummam Congress to establish the bases of an effective
structure, both at the political and military level, by
organising the relation between the interior and the
exterior, by dividing the national territory into historical
wilayas, and by defining the responsibilities within the
organs of the revolution.

The Soummam Congress constituted a moment of

collective consciousness, where the revolution passed
from the phase of initiative to that of methodical
construction, which was later reflected in its capacity to
resist and to expand, up to the realisation of independence.
The evocation of this anniversary today is not inscribed
only in the framework of documentation, but opens a
horizon of reflection on the value of organisation, of the
unity of ranks, and of strategic vision in the courses of
national liberation.

Sunday 1 November

Assia Djebar Hall

16:00 - 17:30
Participants: Mohamed Lahcen Zeghidi (historian,
Algeria), Ahmed Ben Daoud (academic and researcher,
Algeria), Sofiane Loucif (researcher, Algeria), Othmani
Sattar (academic and historian, Algeria), Safia Kessas
(history researcher and writer, Belgium).
Moderator: Boudjella Abdelmadjid (Algeria).




Conference

HISTORY AND MEMORY

The State of Emir Abdelkader. . .
Institutions and Leaders

AR

Emir Abdelkader, in addition to being a resistor, a thinker
and a philosopher, laid the bases of citizenship in his State
through justice and equality, the enjoyment of cultural,
social and economic rights, loyalty to the homeland,
the independence of justice, peaceful coexistence, the
guarantee of the rights of women and of the rights
of captives, the minting of currency in his name, the
adoption of a flag and proper seals, the monopoly of the
right to conclude international treaties and agreements,
and the sending of diplomatic missions.

Moreover, he formed a restricted ministerial council
comprising the Prime Minister, the Vice-President and
ministers, and founded the Emiral Consultative Council.
He established an administrative division of Algeria based
on the system of wilayas, each wilaya being managed by a
khalifa, and the wilaya divided into circles each directed
by an agha, the circle comprising a certain number of

tribes directed by a caid, and the caid having under his
orders an administrative responsible bearing the title of
cheikh. The khalifas of the Emir played a fundamental
role in the military and administrative domains.

Emir Abdelkader adopted a rigorous administrative
organisation founded on consultation, councils and the
system of wilayas and khalifas; he divided his State into
eight provinces.

Monday 2 November

Tahar Quettar Hall

15:30 - 17:00
Participants: Abdelouahab Belgherras (Algeria),
John E. Kiser (United States), Moussa Haissam
(Algeria), Ouaden Bougoufana (Algeria), Ahmed
Bouirden (France), Belkacem Hadjail (Algeria),
Benjamin Brower (United States).
Moderator: Abed Sultana (Algeria).
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Conference

Ahmed Taleb El
Ibrahimi National
Pathways

Ahmed Taleb El Ibrahimi represents one of the most
eminent figures of the Algerian national movement;
he allied in his pathway political, intellectual and
cultural struggle. He grew up in an illustrious national
and scientific house, that of Sheikh Mohamed Bachir El
Ibrahimi, from which he drew the values of reform and
pride in identity. During his years of university studies,
he engaged early in student activity, and contributed to
the mobilisation of Algerian students for the defence of
the cause of independence, before joining the Federation
of the National Liberation Front in France; where he was
arrested and spent years in French prisons because of his
national activity. After independence, he continued to
serve Algeria in positions of responsibility, occupying
the ministries of National Education, Information and
Culture, then Foreign Affairs.

El Ibrahimi strove to consolidate the foundations of

the national State, and to defend the independence of
Algerian decision in international forums. Alongside
his political pathway, Ahmed Taleb El Ibrahimi left an
important intellectual heritage of works and testimonies,
which made him one of the most eminent voices that
documented the experience of the national movement
and of the Algerian Revolution, and linked the project of
national liberation to the project of construction of the
modern State founded on identity, science and national
sovereignty.

Monday 2 November

Assia Djebar Hall

14:00 - 15:30
Participants: Mourad Adjabi (Algeria), Ahmed
Fettani (Algeria), Kamel Ben Younes (writer, Tunisia),
Noufel El Mili (writer, France), Ahmed Adhimi
(researcher, Algeria).
Moderator: Rima Rouibi (Algeria).




Conference

Abdelkader
Djeghloul. . . the
Intellectual and
the Influence

Algeria, like other nations, has known a rich history full of
decisive moments and great personalities. In this country
lived Ibn Khaldoun, Hamdan Khodja, Emir Abdelkader,
Imam Ibn Badis, Bachir El Ibrahimi, Malek Bennabi
and Frantz Fanon. Many researchers have employed
themselves to study them, highlighting their immortal
geniuses and defending them against the sceptics. But
we often forget that these defenders of this important
national heritage themselves constitute a continuity of
this Algerian greatness and genius; they are also great men
and rarities of whom it is necessary to write and follow
the ideas and the pathway of life.

The thinker, doctor and historian Abdelkader Djeghloul
forms part of this category. He devoted his whole life to
reviving a national heritage that oblivion threatened to
bury, and to breathing a new life into a memory that was
beginning to enter a moment of clinical death. This is why
Djeghloul did not content himself with documenting
the past only, but sought to inject into it a new blood
by attempting to discern its spirit, its ills and its deep

XA

transformations.

One is astonished not to find many studies on this great
thinkerin Arab libraries, and still less in Algerian libraries.
He was of the stamp of the great, and his scientific career
bears witness to it. Here, it is legitimate to ask: is there
really a curse of denial of ourselves in our great country?
I believe that it is necessary to go beyond this curse by
encouraging a culture of recognition, the recognition of
what is serious and precious.

Friday 6 November

Tahar Ouettar Hall

14:00 - 15:30
Participants: Noureddine Zemmame (translator,
Algeria), Mustapha Kihel (academic, Algeria), H'mida
El Ayachi (writer, Algeria), El Aidi Abdelkrim
(academic, Algeria), Zoubir Arous (academic, Algeria),
Mamoune Hamdaoui (translator and academic,
Algeria).
Moderator: Wahid Ben Bouaziz (Algeria).

29™ ALGIERS INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR

HISTORY AND MEMORY






-

= . " 2
d e . :
= 1 WL . SRRy - e

The Royal Mausoleum of Mauretania in Tipasa, an enduring testament to the grandeur of Numidian civilization and the richness of the kingdoms of Nor

Africa, was built during the reign of King Juba 11 and Queen Cleopatra Selene, between the late Ist century BC and the early Ist century AD.
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Conference

Numidia, a Cradle of Cultural Influence

Coin of the Numidian king Syphax, minted at Siga, in present-day Ain Témouchent Province, around the 3rd century BC.

Numidia represents one of the most eminent
civilisations that prospered in North Africa and in
the Mediterranean basin; it was not limited to being a
political entity only, but constituted a living space of
interaction and cultural and civilisational exchange.
This region was a meeting point between multiple
worlds, where languages intermingled, and where
different modes of life coexisted, which conferred on
it a complex and rich character. Under the reign of
historical personalities such as Massinissa, Numidia
knew a phase of stability and organisation, allowing
it to play a central role in the political and military
balances of the Mediterranean basin, particularly
in its relation with Carthage and Rome. This
intermediate position was not only geographical,
but also cultural and civilisational, contributing to
the transmission of knowledges and customs, and
making of the region an open space to influence and
reciprocal influence.

The evocation of Numidia today as a foyer of
cultural radiation is not inscribed in the framework
of nostalgia for the past, but in that of a rereading

of historical roots, and of the understanding of the
formation ofitsidentity asthe product of a continuous
movement of exchange and acculturation. This
civilisation reminds us that identity has never
been a closed structure, but a dynamic process
that is nourished by openness, and is constructed
through interaction with the other. Thus, Numidia
becomes more than a simple historical stage. It is
an early model of an interconnected Mediterranean
world, which highlights that diversity was not an
exception, but a fundamental rule in the formation
of societies and civilisations.

Friday 30 October

Assia Djebar Hall

17:00 - 18:30
Participants: James Peterson (writer and academic,
United States), Fadila Melhak (writer, Algeria),
Elizabeth Fentress (historian, United States),
Mohamed El Hadi Hareche (researcher and writer,
Algeria).
Moderator: Djamel Belkacem (Algeria).




Conference

Our Heritage, Gift
of History and Gift
of Geography

Algeriais distinguished by arich and diversified heritage,
a part of which has been inscribed on the World Heritage
of Humanity. This richness is the result of its millennial
history, as well as of its exceptional geographical situation.
Over the centuries, numerous civilisations have succeeded
one another on its soil, leaving their clear imprints in the
monuments, the vestiges, the traditions and the unique
cultural heritage that still bears witness to the depth of
its history and the diversity of its identity.

Situated at the heart of North Africa, Algeria is considered
a gateway of the African continent and an important
crossroads between the civilisations of the Mediterranean.
Thanks to its strategic position, the influences coming
from the north and the south, from the east and the west
met on its soil, mingled and interacted, contributing
to enrich its culture and its traditions and to forge its
distinctive civilisational personality. This geographical
situation conferred on it a patrimonial dynamism and
a remarkable presence in its regional environment;

ALGERIA, LAND OF

HISTORY AND CIVILISATION

it constituted over the course of history an active
civilisational centre, receiving the different influences,
then reformulating them according to its local specificity,
before contributing to their diffusion towards other
spaces.

This colloquium discusses the question: how has
geography shaped the millennial heritage of Algeria? And
how, as a centre in North Africa, through the reception of
influences coming from the east, from the south of Europe
and from Andalusia, and even from the African south, has
it contributed to forging its heritage?

Monday 2 November

Tahar Ouettar Hall

15:30 - 17:00
Participants: Slimane Hachi (researcher, Algeria),
Youcef Aibache (Algeria), Abderrahmane Khalifa
(Algeria).
Moderator: Badi Dida (Algeria).

29 ALGIERS INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR
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Conference

Algeria / Tunisia. . . Memory and
Common Cultural Heritage

The relation between Algeria and Tunisia is one of
the deepest fraternal relations in the Arab world. It is
not only a relation of geographical neighbourhood,
but a historical, cultural and human extension that
unites two peoples sharing a common memory
and a unique destiny. Through the different stages
of history, the two peoples have shared joys and
pains, and have cooperated in the face of challenges,
rendering the links between them solid and durable.

Saturday 31 October

Tahar Ouettar Hall

13:00 - 14:30
Participants: Othmane Lahyani (writer and
journalist, Algeria), Othmane El Berhoumi (writer,
Algeria), Amira Alia Sghir (writer, Algeria), Fatima
Lakhdar (researcher, Algeria), Redouane Chafou
(academic, Algeria), Mustapha Radjei (researcher,
Algeria).
Moderator: Mouloud Aouimer (academic, Algeria).




Conference

ALGERIA, LAND OF

HISTORY AND CIVILISATION

The Algerian-African Manuscript. . . Alliance
of Language and Common Belonging

The Algerian-African manuscript isnot only a receptacle
of preservation of knowledge; it was a living witness of a
long history of civilisational interaction between Algeria
and its African depth. Since the great Saharan caravans
crossed, carrying books as they carried salt and gold,
scientific and spiritual spaces formed, extending from
Tlemcen, B¢jaia, Ouargla and Touat as far as Timbuktu,
Gao and Agadez. The manuscripts thus became bridges
on which pass ideas, languages and sciences, and where
meet the peoples that geography has brought together
and that culture has united.

Algerian and African scholars, jurists and travellers
wrote the pages of this heritage with the same ink, even
if their places of origin differed. Arabic was the common
language, as the language of science, of drafting and of
civilisational communication, while African languages
remained present in the texts, the commentaries, the
proverbs and the poetries, and in the names of persons,
tribes and places, reflecting a true cultural alliance
between the Arabic language and African memory. Thus,
the manuscript was not the expression of a domination of
one language over another, but of a creative interaction
that allowed local cultures to find their place in the
Islamic scientific space.

This manuscript heritage reveals a civilisational unity
that transcended political frontiers. Scholars moved
between Algeria and the countries of the Sahel, exchanged
ijazas, copied books, and contributed to the diffusion of
jurisprudence, language, Sufism, astronomy and medicine,
until the desert became a wide way of circulation of
knowledge. This is why the Algerian-African manuscript
tells the history of the man who believed that knowledge
is capable of destroying distances and of forging common
belonging. The rehabilitation of this heritage today is the
recovery of one of the most important pillars of common
cultural identity.

Thursday 5 November

Panaf Ethos

14:00 - 15:30
Participants: Abdelkrim Aoufi (researcher, Algeria),
Binyam Bekoye (researcher, Cameroon), Sam Bousso
Abderrahmane (researcher, Senegal), Salou El Hassan
(researcher, Niger), Mohamed Saleh Ayoub (researcher,
Chad), Adam Bello (researcher, Nigeria).
Moderator: Bezzaz Lakhdar (researcher, Algeria).

29 ALGIERS INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR
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Conference

Andalusian Music: From Its
Origins to the Present Day

(9961—581) Hfpuriseg pawyy yjtays

The culture of any nation is shaped by layers of heritage
accumulated over centuries. This shared legacy forms the
foundation that brings together the different components
of anation and strengthens their common identity.

Musical heritage is one of the most emblematic expressions
of this cultural legacy. Simply by listening to it, one can
often identify a particular geographical area within our
vast country. Each region has its own distinctive musical
characteristics, rooted in local traditions, while also
sharing a common cultural repertoire with neighbouring
regions.

The discussions will explore a range of themes, beginning
with the origins of Andalusian musical heritage and its
spread across the Maghreb, particularly in Algeria. They

will also examine the various figures and institutions that
contributed to its wider dissemination throughout the
region, before turning to the different musical traditions
and currents that today make up and enrich this heritage.

Saturday 31 October

Panaf Ethos

11:00 - 12:20
Participants: Fazilat Dif (researcher and writer,
Algeria), Faycal Ben Ghalfate (musician and researcher,
Algeria), Mehdi Souiah (academic, Algeria), Ahmed
Grig Hussein (researcher and writer, Algeria).
Moderator: Mehdi Berached (journalist and writer,
Algeria).
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The Immersive MAPPING Exhibition

“The History of Algeria and Its

1,

On the occasion of the twenty-ninth edition, the
International Book Fair of Algiers (SILA) proposes a new
experience, and invites you to discover an unprecedented
space: “the Exhibition Space by the technique of mapping
for the history of Algeria and its memory”.

This digital space proposes a meeting with a millennial
civilisation, and allows exploration of the continuity of
the Algerian State through the ages. This pathway has
been conceived to be amoment of wonder and fascination,
particularly destined for the young and amateurs of digital
art. It comprises five audiovisual experiences, which use
technology to elevate the national narrative.

Memory under the Spotlights” '

This pathway will take you from one visual surprise
to another. Between monumental three-dimensional
projections and holographic architectures, the space
transforms at each step, establishing a dialogue between
the beginnings of writing, the golden age of the cities of
science and knowledge, and the durable imprints of the
sovereignty of Algeria.

The exhibition runs
from 29 October to 7 November

Gourara Hall - 1st floor
Admission: free.

29 ALGIERS INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR
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Conference organized in coordination with
the Algerian National Theatre

The Centenary of the Algerian National
Theatre, a Century of Creativity

The centenary of Algerian theatre (1926—2026) while continuing to question history and reflect the
celebrates a century of artistic creation closely concerns of contemporary Algerians.

linked to the history and transformations of Algerian

society. Since the staging of Djoha by Allalouon 12 Tuesd ay 3 Novem ber

April 1926, theatre hasbecome aspace for expressing  1.h5r uettar Hall

collective memory, identity, and national aspirations. 14:00 - 15:30

Opening intervention in tribute to the artist Sid
Ahmed Agoumi, in the presence of Abdelhamid
Rabia (Algeria) and Djaafar Kacem (Algeria).

Before independence, Algerian theatre contributed
to strengthening national consciousness and

defending language, culture, and identity. This role Participants: Azzouz Ben Omar (theatre practitioner,
was reinforced in 1958 with the creation in Tunis of Algeria), Ahmed Cheniki (researcher, Algeria),
the National Liberation Front Theatre Troupe, led Ghaouti Azri (researcher, Algeria), Halima Bekkis

(researcher, Algeria), Omar Fatmouche (theatre
practitioner, Algeria).
Moderator: Leila Ben Aicha (Algeria).

by Mustapha Kateb. After independence, Algerian
theatre entered a new phase, accompanying the
building of the State and the evolution of society,
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Conference

Where is the World Going?

Following what was called “the illusion of globalisation”
during the 1990s, and after the belief prevailed that the
world was orienting itself progressively towards a wide
economic and cultural integration under the aegis of
a unique liberal model, the international landscape
appears today more complex and more turbulent. The
idea of the “unique pole” has receded, and the presence
of new international and regional powers has increased,
in a context that indicates the formation of a multipolar
world system, characterised by acute competition and
growing geopolitical tensions, and by the return of wars
and direct conflicts to the foreground. This transformation
reflects a shaking of the great conceptions that governed
the end of the 20th century, and at their head the idea that
the globalised economy was alone capable of producing
stability and harmony between States. Instead of that, the
considerations of sovereignty, identities and interests of
the nation-State have resurfaced, redrawing the maps of
alliances and conflicts in the world.

In this context, this colloquium poses a central question:

“What is the destination of the world?” A question that
is not limited to the reading of the transformations in
course, but extends to a deeper interrogation on the
nature of the international system to come. Is it orienting
itself towards a multipolar equilibrium that attenuates
hegemony, or towards a composed chaos where powers
intermingle without a clear horizon of stability? Can
globalisation reform itself under a more balanced form, or
are we faced with a progressive dismantling of the system
that has prevailed since the end of the Cold War? The
answer to these questions remains open.

Thursday 29 October

Tahar OQuettar Hall

14:00 - 15:30
Participants: Ahmed Ben Saada (researcher, Canada),
Mohamed Khodja (academic, Algeria), Hussein
MekKki (researcher, Sudan), Mohamed Saleh Omar
(Sudan).
Moderator: Ahmed Kateb (Algeria).




Conference

TRANSFORMATIONS

The After-Book. . . What Future for the Human
Spirtt in the Era of Artificial Intelligence?

The world of today lives at the rhythm of the after-
book, and this constitutes a deep transformation in the
relation of man to knowledge and to the modes of its
production. The question of the future of the human
spirit in the era of artificial intelligence does not concern
only the disappearance of the paper book or the change
of the supports of reading, but the redefinition of what
understanding, thought and creativity themselves mean.

With the development of artificial intelligence, the
human spirit no longer works alone in the space of
knowledge. There are systems capable of generating texts,
of summarising ideas, of proposing solutions, and even
of simulating modes of human thought. This situation
creates a new tension, and poses the question: is man still
the principal producer of meaning, or has he become a
participant in its production with non-human systems?
This does not necessarily mean the decline of the human
spirit, but may indicate its transformation from a unique
producing spirit into an interactive spirit, that is to say a
spirit that works within a network of tools and supports
that enlarge its capacities, but that impose on it at the
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same time to rethink the meaning of authenticity, and

the frontiers between artificial creativity and human
creativity.

In this context, one can understand “the after-book” as
a passage from linear culture to a more fragmented and
more rapid culture, founded on the continuous flow of
information. But this transformation poses an anxious
question: does the acceleration of knowledge lead to the
deepening of understanding, or to a growing superficiality
in the relation to the world?

Sunday 1 November

Tahar Ouettar Hall

15:30 - 17:00
Participants: Abderrazak Belagrouz (academic
and writer, Algeria), Reda Ben Hamid (writer, Tunisia),
Khaled Souleimane (poet and publisher, Italy), Thab
Abdelrazzak Al-Qaisi (publisher and researcher, Iraq),
Rana Idriss (publisher, Lebanon).
Moderator: Ismail Oulebsir (Algeria).
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Conference

Western Sahara Culture,
ldentity and Resistance
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in culture, identity and history, where the Sahrawi
man, through long centuries, has known how
to construct a unique civilisational personality
rooted in the desert environment and its authentic
values. The desert, despite the rigor of its nature, has
constituted a space of communication and cultural
exchange between the peoples of the region, and has
contributed to the emergence of a culture founded
on nomadism, solidarity, dignity and the deep link
with the land. Identity in Western Sahara is closely
linked to the idea of resistance; culture was not only
an artistic or social expression, but transformed itself
into a means of preserving the self and of defending
rights and existence.

The Sahrawi Arab Republic represents a space rich

Through songs, poetry and oral narrative, the
Sahrawis have expressed their attachment to
their land and to their history, and have made of

heritage a tool to face the attempts of erasure and
marginalisation.

Monday 2 November

Panaf Ethos

14:00 - 15:30
Participants: Mohamed Fadhel El Hit (Sahrawi
Arab Republic), Lakhal Ma El Ainine (Sahrawi Arab
Republic), Ahmed Nafai (Sahrawi Arab Republic),
El Nana Lebbat Mohamed Salem (Sahrawi Arab
Republic).
Moderator: Mustapha Ait Mouhoub (Algeria).




ESPRIT PANAF

Conference

The Call of Algiers. . . the
Voice of Humanity

In the framework of the African Union for justice colonialism. Thus, the African continent passes from
and the reparation of damages for Africans, “the Call ~ the phase of the denunciation of the colonial act to
of Algiers on colonial crimes in Africa” constitutesa  the phase of its criminalisation and of its sanction.
juridical and memorial reference at the continental
level. With its adoption by the African Union, which ~ Saturday 31 October
has consecrated 30 November as African Day in Panaf Ethos
homage to African martyrs and to the victims of  14:00 - 15:30
the transatlantic slave trade, of colonialism and of Participants: Hosni Kitouni (Algeria), Esteban Da
apartheid, the Call of Algiers represents a concrete Silva (Chile), Said Bouamama (Belgium).

. . e e Moderator: El Zine Cherfaoui (Algeria).
advance in the domain of the criminalisation of
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Conference

Africa Towards a New

The construction of a “new cultural consciousness in Africa”

has become a growing intellectual project, not as a theoretical
slogan, but as a long pathway of questioning of history and of
redefinition of self. It is linked to the attempt to deconstruct the
ready-made images that have accumulated around the African
continent through centuries of colonial discourse, which did
not content itself with submitting geography, but extended itself
to produce cultural representations that reduced Africa to the
margin or to an object of study from the exterior.

But this project does not address itself only to the past, but also to
the present; where is posed the question of the elites and of their
role in the reproduction of these images or in their going beyond.
Certain critical readings indicate that a part of these elites,
particularly linked to Western conceptions, has contributed
to the permanence of modes of intellectual dependence. In
return, the theses of the “new consciousness” appear as a call to
reverse this perspective, so that Africa is no longer understood
as an external object that one explains and interprets, but as a

Cultural Consciousness

historical and cultural actor that produces its meaning itself. It
isan attempt to recentre the continent inside its own discourse,
and to start from its local references, from its linguistic and
cultural diversity, and from its varied historical experiences, to
construct a more independent vision of self and of the world.

This conception does not mean withdrawal or rupture with the
world, but the reformulation of the relation with it on more
balanced bases; where the interaction with the other becomes
a process of exchange and not of dependence, and a common
creativity and not the reproduction of a unique model.

Friday 6 November

Panaf Ethos

15:00 - 16:30
Participants: Jar El Nabi Attia (Chad), Mamadou
Oumarou (Niger), Moncef Bekkai (Algeria),
Mustapha Ibrahim Chouaaib (Nigeria).
Moderator: Abdelkader Soufi (Algeria).
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Conference

Mohamed Dib, Children's Book Author: Narrative
Rhetoric and the Charm of Fair

L i Y
Mohamed Dib is known as a short-story writer, has
also excelled in poetry and has experimented with
theatrical writing, and has distinguished himself
among critics and readers in his novel writing
through “The Great House,” “The Loom” and “The
Fire” in which he announced the revolution of
liberation. He has also left us a modernist narrative
heritage in “The Trilogy of the North.” But Mohamed
Dib is not widely known for having left a delicious
heritage of stories destined for children, among
which his collection “Papa Fekrane and Other
Stories,” from which he has drawn the spirit and

Tales

the flavour of his local environment and of the
national and African popular heritage; where he has
brilliantly succeeded in creating a unique style of
narration and in treating new themes on the animal
mode in a different manner, excelling in wonder and
impact.

Thursday 5 November

Tahar Ouettar Hall

13:00 - 14:30
Participants: Nadjet Khadda (Algeria), Catherine
Dib (Belgium), Sabiha Ben Mansour (Algeria).
Moderator: Zoubida Maamria (Algeria).
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Commemoration Pause In Memory of Hamidou Massoudi
Former Commissioner of the International Book Fair of Algiers
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COMMEMORATION

Saturday 7 November

Abu al-Qasim Khamar Hall

14:00 - 15:00
Participants: Mohamed Iguerb (Algeria), Ismail
Amziane (Algeria), Djamel Chaalal (Algeria), Ismail
Oulebsir (Algeria), in the presence of members of
the late Hamidou Messaoudi’s family.
Moderator: Mohand Ismail (Algeria).

Hamidou Messaoudi (1956—2026)

The name of Hamidou Massoudi is intimately
linked to the book and publishing sector in Algeria.
He accumulated nearly thirty years of professional
experience in the book industry. He progressed in
his career until he occupied the position of Director
General of the National Enterprise of Graphic
Arts (ENAG), before being appointed General
Commissioner of the International Book Fair of
Algiers in April 2012.

The late Hamidou Massoudi directed the Fair during
the period from 2012 to 2019, accompanying its
editions from the seventeenth to the twenty-fourth.
During these years, he assumed responsibility for
organising one of Algeria’s most important cultural
events, which brings together writers, publishers
and readers, and offers a space for the presentation
of new publications and the strengthening of
communication between actors in the publishing
field. The period of his leadership of the International
Book Fair of Algiers was also associated with efforts
to develop its organisation and expand exhibition
spaces, in order to respond to the diversity of Algerian
and foreign participations and to the richness of the
accompanying cultural programme.

Hamidou Massoudi passed away on 24 August 2026,
atthe age of nearly 70, leaving behind a professional
career linked to the book industry and to the
direction of the International Book Fair of Algiers,
one of Algeria’s most important cultural events.
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In the Memory of the Book. . .
Names That Will Never Fade

Mohamed Harbi (1933 — 2026)

He was one of the influential figures of the national
movement and a leading historian of the Algerian
Revolution. His rejection of colonial rule led him
to become involved in political and revolutionary
struggle at an early age. In France, he headed the
press commission of the National Liberation Front
(FLN) Federation and was among the advocates of
establishing the General Association of Algerian
Workers.

After independence, he pursued his academic
and journalistic career and headed the magazine
Révolution africaine, devoting his work to the study
of Algeria’s contemporary history. His most notable
books include The FLN: Mirage and Reality, The
Social and Political Origins of the Algerian National
Movement, and A Life Standing: Political Memoirs.

Mohamed Daoud (1955 — 2026)

He contributed to enriching Algeria’s literary
and cultural landscape as a translator, critic, and
university professor. His work focused on translation,
literary criticism, and narrative studies. He taught at
the Institute of Translation at the University of Oran
and served on scientific and editorial bodies, notably
those of the journals Madlem and Insaniyat.

Among his most notable contributions are Literary
Fields and Writers’ Strategies and his translation of
Kamel Berkani’s novel A Woman Without a Face.
He also followed developments in the literary
movement and expanded his research to include
fiction written in the third millennium, dedicating
part of his work to this subject, including his book
Literary Fields and Writers’ Strategies.



COMMEMORATION

Riad Bouhdjeila (1983 — 2026)

Riad Bouhdjeila left his mark on Algerian poetry
through a body of work distinguished by profound
poetic sensibility and a unique mode of expression.
His published works include Nothing Calls for
Your Smile and In the Presence of the Two Nouns.
He received the Ali Maachi Prize for Young Creators
for his manuscript In the Absence of the Mirror, as
well as the Abdel Salam Bouhadjar Prize for In the
Presence of the Two Nouns.

Despite his premature departure, his poetic voice
endures through its contemplative quality, depth,
and the distinctive characteristics of the singular
experience reflected in his work.

Djenat Boumendjel (1974 — 2026)

Writing was the natural extension of an early
passion that had accompanied her since childhood.
She began her literary journey in Algeria as a poet
and short-story writer, publishing her texts in the
Algerian and Arab press and participating in literary
gatherings and cultural events. Over time, her work
expanded across poetry, prose fiction, and cultural
activities.

Her published works include the poetry collection
As Though You Were My Soul, followed by the
short-story collection The Sun’s Misfortunes and
Veine Box No. 108. In her writing, poetic sensibility
intertwined with narrative, as she explored human
experiences, memory, and identity through a dense,
contemplative language.

Alongside her literary work, she maintained an
active presence in cultural and media circles through
her participation in literary and cultural forums.

29 ALGIERS INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR
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Djilali Ben Abida (1968 — 2026)

The poet Djilali Ben Abida was one of the active
figures in the cultural scene of Bordj Bou Arreridj.
Through his presence and initiatives, he helped
invigorate local literary life by organizing and
hosting literary gatherings and evenings, including
Conversations of the Evenings, and welcoming
numerous literary figures.

He was also among those who helped establish the
tradition of the literary café as a space for dialogue,
the exchange of ideas, and the celebration of
creativity. He believed in poetry as a message and
in words as a stance. His participation in cultural
gatherings and events left a lasting impression on
his literary community.

Mohamed Salah Eddine (1935 — 2026)

Mohamed Salah Eddine devoted himself to writing
about the Algerian Revolution and national memory
after studying journalism in Cairo and obtaining a
diploma in Arabic journalism in 1961. His works
combined storytelling and documentation, drawing
on hisexperience of the national movement and what
he witnessed during the years of struggle. Among
his most notable works is Bourjo, written in 1954 in
tribute to the memory of his brother Abderrahmane,
and Mission in Kabylia, written in 1959, which
explores an aspect of the clandestine activities of the
fighters of the National Liberation Army in Wilaya
III. Other works include The Revolutionary Nurse,
published in 1966 and set in the El Menia region,
and The Algerian Revolution, published in 1971.
These works reveal his commitment to preserving
the memory of the Revolution and establish him as
one of the early voices in Algerian fiction shaped by
the experience of national liberation



COMMEMORATION

Sassi Abdi (1955 — 2026)

A historian, researcher of Amazigh heritage,
engineer, writer, and poet, he devoted much of his
work to the history of North Africa, particularly the
Aures region and Amazigh civilization.

His career brought together scientific training and
historical research. He contributed to documenting
Chaoui collective memory and studying aspects
of Amazigh culture and popular heritage. He also
participated in the preparation and presentation
of the series Amzroi nnegh and enriched the
Inoumidene platform with articles, studies, and
media materials on Chaoui history, culture, and
identity.

He left behind an intellectual and cultural legacy
that helped shed light on the history of the Aures
and preserve Amazigh memory

Leila Marouane (1960 — 2026)

An Algerian-French writer and journalist, she was
born in 1960 in Djerba, Tunisia, and settled in Paris
in 1990, where she devoted herself to literature from
1996 onward. Her literary experience was closely
linked to exile, Algerian memory, and questions of
identity and women’s lives. She distinguished herself
in Francophone literature through a style combining
narrative with social criticism. Her most notable
works include The Daughter of the Casbah (1996)
and The Punishment of the Hypocrites (2001), which
received awards from the Society of Men of Letters
and the French Novel Prize in New York. Her 2005
novel The Young Girl and the Mother also earned her
literary recognition. Her works have been translated
into several languages. In 2025, she published Letters
from Algeria, her latest literary work .
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Mahmoud Aroua (1956 — 2026)

He chose to combine medicine, literature, and the
history of medicine throughout his career. He worked
as an anesthesiologist and intensive care physician
and served as president of the Algerian Society for the
History of Medicine. He published studies and books
on the history of Arab and Islamic medicine, including
Anesthesia and Resuscitation in the History of Islamic
Medicine, The Heart in Arab Medicine, and Ibn Rushd: The
Physician. For the latter, he received the Charles Portoli
Prize in 2015 from the Academy of Sciences, Letters and
Arts of Marseille. His other works include Ibn Rushd’s
Commentary on Ibn Sina’s Medical Poem. His literary
output encompassed poetry, short stories, and novels. He
published the poetry collections A Window onto Dreams
and Like a Boomerang. His poem Origami won a French-
language poetry competition in 2019. He also wrote the
short stories Kilometers and The Child Who Never Cries,
and published the novels An Angel at McDonald’s and
Feelings Under Anesthesia. His work brought together
medical knowledge, historical research, and literary
expression.

Chemseddine Chitour (1944 — 2026)

A professor, researcher, and author specializing in
chemical engineering and energy, he graduated
from the National Polytechnic School of Algiers and
the Algerian Petroleum Institute before earning a
doctorate in science from Jean Monnet University
in France.

He taught and conducted research in physical
chemistry, petroleum refining, thermodynamics,
and energy economics, while supervising university
research projects and doctoral theses.

He authored studies and books on energy, energy
strategies, renewable energy, and sustainable
development, alongside writings on science, thought,
and society. His works include Surface Physical
Chemistry and The Green Electric Revolution.



COMMEMORATION

Mohamed Saleh Ounissi (1949 — 2026)

An Algerian writer and researcher specializing in
Amazigh heritage, he devoted his career to studying
the culture of the Aures and the Chaoui language,
helping document aspects of the region’s cultural
and artistic memory.

He left a body of work comprising approximately
fifteen books and dictionaries in Arabic, Amazigh,
and French, as well as poetry collections and books
on music and popular heritage. His works include
Aissa El Djermouni, Pioneer of Chaoui Song, The
Roots of Aures Music, The Aures: Culture and History,
Aksel and Dihya, and Thamthna n oumnzo (Autumn
Rain). He also collected popular proverbs and sayings
from the Aures region.

Through radio programmes, he helped promote the
Chaoui variety of the Amazigh language and passit
on to younger generations.

Mohamed Said Kaabache (1929 — 2026)

Sheikh Mohamed Said ben Ibrahim Kaabache
distinguished himself through a life devoted to the service
of the Quran, scholarship, religious guidance, and reform.

He studied at the El Hayat Institute in Guerrara and the
Zitouna University in Tunis before earning a degree in
Arabic language and literature from the University of
Algiersin 1972. He also participated in the Algerian War
of Liberation as a moudjahid. After independence, he
dedicated his life to teaching, guidance, Quranic service,
reform, and religious outreach. His publications include
Breaths of the Most Merciful in the Gardens of the Quran,
Cries on the Stage of Society, and The Generation of
Renaissance and Reform, in which he documented the
history, heritage, and prominent figures of Qasr El Atf. In
2023, hereceived an honorary shield in recognition of his
scholarly and religious contributions. Until his passing on
August 7, 2026, he remained one of the scholarly figures
who devoted their lives to the Quran, education, reform,
and writing.
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Sid Ahmed Sahla (1952 — 2026)

Sid Ahmed Sahla distinguished himselfasajournalist
and playwright. He left behind works exploring
history, memory, and the human experience,
including Aya Abdelkader... Dust Cannot Hide
the Mountain, The Loss of a Name, The Haunted
Neighbourhood, and The Night Rooster, published in
2025. His plays were staged at the Algerian National
Theatre, the Oran Regional Theatre, and several
other regional theatres. They also competed in the
National Festival of Professional Theatre. His writing
addresses questions of national memory, ranging
from the history of civil registration in The Loss of
a Name to the experiences of the moudjahidine in
They Demolished the Casbah Prison, and the years
of national tragedy in The Night Rooster. Alongside
his work as a playwright, he worked in journalism
for more than fifteen years.

Hamida Attoui (1936 — 2026)

An Algerian bilingual intellectual, academic, and
man of letters with encyclopedic interests, he
descended from a distinguished family from Annaba.

Inthe 1970s, he earned a doctorate from the Sorbonne
for a thesis entitled The Writing Experience in Al-
Jahiz, supervised by French Orientalist André Miquel.

He taught in several African countries, including
Senegal, before becoming a professor of translation
and linguistics at the University of Annaba, where he
trained generations of researchers and critics.

His intellectual journey was marked by extensive
scholarship and a passion for reading. His literary
legacy includes two French-language novels: A Sun
in the Night (1980) and Mokla (1982).



COMMEMORATION

Abdelkader Zitouni (1950 — 2026)

An Algerian short-story writer and author belonging
to the generation of the 1970s, he combined short
fiction, literary criticism, translation, and children’s
literature throughout his career. He published short
stories in numerous Algerian and Arab newspapers
and periodicals and released the collection Fires of
the Heart. His writing drew on realism and explored
social issues and the concerns of ordinary people. He
also wrote for children, and his short story Man and
Beasts won a competition organized by the Ministry
of Education. In addition, he produced critical studies
of several Algerian short-story writers and novelists,
including Amar Belahcene, Allal Otmane, and
Abdelouahab Ben Mansour. He also ventured into
translation, translating articles from Ali El Kenz’s
work Masters of Thought. His career thus brought
together narrative creation, literary criticism, and
openness to translation.

Elaine Mokhtefi (1928 - 2026)

Born in 1928 in New York State, United States, Elaine Mokhtefi
was a writer, translator, and anti-colonial and anti-racist activist
who began supporting the Algerian Revolution in the 1950s.
She worked with the National Liberation Front (FLN) in Paris
and New York, helping bring international attention to the
Algerian cause. Following Algeria’s independence in 1962, she
settled in Algiers, where she worked as a journalist for several
media and government institutions and helped organize the
first Pan-African Cultural Festival in 1969. During her stay in
Algeria, which lasted until 1974, she established relationships
with intellectuals and anti-colonial activists, including Frantz
Fanon. She also helped facilitate communication between the
Algerian authorities and international liberation movements.

She played arole in establishing the international headquarters
of the American Black Panther Party in Algeria. After leaving the
country in 1974, she settled in Paris, where she lived for twenty
years before returning to New York in 1994. She documented
her experiences in Algeria and her relationships with global
liberation movements in her memoir, Algiers, Third World
Capital: Freedom Fighters, Revolutionaries, Black Panthers,
published in 2018. The book offers insight into Algeria’s place
within international revolutionary solidarity networks during
the 1960s.
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Ammar Mohand Amer (1967 — 2026)

An Algerian historian and researcher, he devoted his
academic career to the history of the national movement,
the War of Liberation, and the post-independence period.

Born in Saida in 1967, he earned a doctorate in history
from Paris 7 University under the supervision of historian
Omar Carlier. He worked as a researcher at the Centre for
Research in Social and Cultural Anthropology in Oran.
He taught at Oran 1 University, participated in numerous
research projects, and served on scientific committees and
editorial boards in Algeria and abroad. His most notable
work, The Crisis of Summer 1962, was the result of ten
years of research into archives, historical sources, and
eyewitness accounts. It examines the transformations
and conflicts that marked 1962 and the transition from
revolution to independence. The book helped broaden
debate on this pivotal period in Algerian history. Until
the end of his career, Ammar Mohand Amer remained
actively involved in research, academic gatherings, and
discussions on history and national memory.




DISTINCTIONS

Homage to Creative Pathwaus

Full of Life

El Azhar Attia

He devoted his career to writing, teaching, and
cultural activities, establishing himself as a novelist
and poet on the Algerian literary scene from the
1980s onward. Born in 1948 in the province of
Guelma, he earned a degree in Arabic literature
from the University of Constantine. He worked as
a primary schoolteacher, an administrative official,
and a secondary-school teacher of Arabic language
and literature. His novels include The Equator
(1989), The Beautiful Hills, Confessions of Hamed
El Mansi, The Fourth Kingdom, Strange States (2007),
Yasar ben el Aasar (2012), and The Remainder (2014),
alongside several unpublished manuscripts. His
poetry collections include The Journey to the Heart,
The End of Desire, Desires, and Secrets of the Heart.
His theatrical work includes A Chess Exercise, while
his critical writing includes Labyrinths of Narrative.
Between 1983 and 1989, he was a member of the
executive committee of the Algerian Writers’ Union

Mohamed Meflah

He enriched Algeria’s literary landscape through
a prolific career in fiction and narrative writing
dating back to the 1970s, alongside the writing of
numerous radio plays. His published works include
The Explosion, The Red House, The Troubles of the
Fellagha Era, Kheira and the Mountains, A Porcelain
Family, The Rupture, The Flame of the Maida, The
Journey of the Walkers, Mekdam’s Inattention, The
Driver, and The Secrets of the City. He also wrote for
children, including The Adventures of Kliha the Ant.

His interests extended to local history and heritage,
resulting in works such as Sidi El Azrek Belhadj,
Pioneer of the 1864 Revolt in Relizane, Figures of the
Relizane Region, and Melhoun Poets of the Relizane
Region. He won second prize in the 20th anniversary
of independence literary competition in 1982 for The
Explosion, followed by first prize in the competition
marking the 30th anniversary of the outbreak of the
Revolution in 1984 for The Troubles of the Fellagha
Era..
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DISTINCTIONS

Nadjet Khedda

She contributed to enriching Algeria’s literary
and artistic landscape through a career combining
teaching, research, and criticism. She taught French
and Maghrebi literature at the universities of Algiers,
Paris 8, and Montpellier 3.

Part of her work focused on the visual arts. Her
cultural career was closely connected to the work
of artist Mohamed Khadda: she helped promote his
artistic legacy and organize his exhibition at the Arab
World Institute in 1996. She has published several
books and served on the juries of literary awards,
notably the Mohamed Dib Prize and the Assia
Djebar Prize. She also oversees the preservation and
monitoring of Mohamed Khadda’s works classified
as national heritage and organizes exhibitions
in Algeria and abroad. In collaboration with the
Ministry of Culture and Arts, she has contributed
to the project to establish the Khadda Museum.

Abdelkader Djami

His work combines short stories, theatre, and novels
with an extensive journalistic career. He collaborated
with numerous Algerian, French, and international
newspapers, magazines, and media outlets, including
La République, the Algerian Press Service, El
Moudjahid, Algérie Actualité, Le Matin, Le Monde
diplomatique, and France Culture. He has lived
in France since 1993, where he has continued his
literary and cultural activities through participation
in literary gatherings, cultural events, and writing
workshops in schools across several French cities
and abroad. He also collaborated with the National
Book Centre through the Literary Friend programme.
For his novel The Summer of Ashes, he received the
Albert Camus Discovery Prize and the Tropiques
Prize. He was also appointed a Knight of the Order
of Arts and Letters in recognition of his literary and
cultural career




SILA PRIZES

Third Edition of the Prize “My First Book”

for the First Novel:
"The Glory of Beginnings"

‘premy 2008 3s1td AW, $Z0Z dY3 Jo uoneIuasalg

The prize celebrates the first novel of writers who arenot  Mon premier livre...ici, nous ne célébrons pas seulement
more than 35 years old, and welcomes the works written ~ un premier roman, mais la naissance de la littérature de
in Arabic, Amazigh, French and English, in an openness  demain.

to the multiplicity of cultural expressions and of the aes-

thetics of the narrative. My first book... here, we do not Saturd ay 7 November

celebrate only a first novel, but the birth of the literature Abou Al-Qasim Khamar Amphitheatre

of tomorrow. 15:30 - 16:30
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SILA PRIZES

Translation Prize - Ist Edition

The International Book Fair of Algiers honours an

eminent Algerian translator, in recognition of his

rich creative and intellectual pathway, and in reco- Saturd a_y 7 Novem I:_)e r
gnition of his contributions to the enrichment of :\Sb_gg A!I"?_g;'m Khamar Amphitheatre
the Algerian and Arab cultural landscape. ' i

Prize of the Best Stand

The prize of the best stand of the International Book
Fair of Algiers rewards excellence in the matter of
design and creativity in the presentation, professio-
nalism in the organisation, as well as the capacity
to attract visitors and to offer an enriching cultural
experience.

Saturday 7 November

Abou Al-Qasim Khamar Amphitheatre
15:30 - 16:30
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Partners of the Book Fair

Institutional Synergy

PARALLEL ACTIVITIES

in Support of Culture and History

Algerian Academy of the Arabic Language

“From the Dictionary to the Algorithm... The Arabic
Language between Preserving ldentity and Translating
the Sciences”
Saturday 7 November
Assia Djebar Hall
11:00 - 12:30

Participants: Nouzha Khalfaoui, Omar Lahcene.

High Council of the Arabic Language

The Council’s Efforts to Promote the Arabic Language,
Digitize It, and Strengthen Its Presence in Translation

Saturday 31 October

Tahar Ouettar Hall

11:00 - 12:30
Participants: Saleh Belaid (Algeria), Dalal Ouachen
(Algeria), Djilali Ben Yachou (Algeria), Nouar Labidi
(Algeria).

High Commission for Amazighity

The Amazigh Manuscript in Arabic Script... Bridges of
Knowledge Complementarity in Algerian Heritage

Saturday 31 October

Assia Djebar Hall

11:00 - 12:30
Participants: Dalal Ouachen (Algeria), Hosini
Abdelkader (Algeria), Dahmou Abdelkrim (Algeria).

High Islamic Council
In Memory of the Scholar Abdelmalek Mortad... A Rea-
ding of His Enduring Legacy
Tuesday 3 November

Tahar Ouettar Hall

11:00 - 12:30
Participants: Hemdadou Ben Omar (Algeria), Tahar
Belhia (Algeria), Abdelkader Bouarfa (Algeria), Saleh
Belaid (Algeria).

Great Mosque of Algiers

“The Algerian Religious Reference and the Building of a
Culture of Civilizational Development”
Sunday 1 November

Assia Djebar Hall

11:00 - 12:30
Participants: Abdelkader Ben Azouz (Algeria),
Mustapha Ouinten (Algeria), Hamza Belkacem
(Algeria).

Union of Algerian Writers

“Allaoua Djeroua... A Life and Career Spanning 60 Years
of Contribution”

Saturday 31 October

Panaf Ethos

16:00 - 17:30
Participants: Ahcene Thlilani (Algeria), Faycal El
Ahmar (Algeria), Noureddine Laaradji (Algeria),
Hadi Daniel (Syria).
Moderator: Mechri Ben Khalifa (Algeria).

National Organization of Book Publishers

“Toward a National Strategy for the Development of the
Book Industry in Algeria”
Thursday 5 November

Assia Djebar Hall

11:00 - 12:30
Participants: Mouhannad El Djehmani (Algeria),
Amer Djaidja (Algeria).

Association of Algerian Muslim Scholars

The Two Stars, Pioneers of Reform in Algeria: Imams Ibn
Badis and El Ibrahimi
Monday 2 November

Assia Djebar Hall

11:00 - 12:30
Participants: Abdelhalim Kaba (Algeria), Mohamed
El Hadi El Hassani (Algeria), Samir Ziriri (Algeria).
Moderator: Kamel Chekat.
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PARALLEL ACTIVITIES

National Library of Algeria National Office of AuthRors;‘Rights and Neighbouring
ights

The Manuscript Heritage and Contemporary Technologi-

cal Transformations “Cop_nyright in the Arab World: Challenges and Transfor-
Tuesday 3 November mations”
Panaf Ethos\/ Thursday 29 October
14:00 - 15:30 Tahar Ouettar Hall
Participants: Mounir Bahadi (Algeria), Faycal 16:00 - 17:30 _
Tadjine (Algeria), Benyettou Abderrahmane Participants: executives and experts from
(Algeria), Fatouma Benyahia (Algeria). the National Office of Authors’ Rights and

Neighbouring Rights (Algeria).
National Council for Human Rights
Embassy of the Czech Republic in Algeria

The National Council for Human Rights in the Service of

the People Czech Literature and Openness to the World: The Book
Saturd ay 31 October Market and the Challenges of Frankfurt 2026
Tahar Ouettar Hall Wednesday 4 November
15:00 - 16:30 Assia Djebar Hall
Participants: Hocine Mabrouk (Algeria), Mohamed 17:00 - 18:30 _
Nacer Boughazala (Algeria), Mebarka Sahri Moderation: Sara Vybiralova.
(Algeria). Czech poetry readings: Tereza Riedlbauchovd.

National Syndicate of Book Publishers Council of the Nation / People’s National Assembly /
Constitutional Court

The Book and National Memory... Manifestations of

Documentation Promoting Parliamentary Action in Light of the Constitu-
tional Developments of 2020

Sunday 1 November
Wednesday 4 November

Panaf Ethos

16:00 - 17:30 Assia Djebar Hall
15:00 - 16:30

Participant: Saadi Meziane.

Participants: Tadjer Mohamed, Zeghou
National Centre of the Book Mohamed (People’s National Assembly), Lekhal

Cultural and Media Sovereignty in the Age of Artificial Mourad, Drid Mabrouk (Council of the Nation),

Intelligence... National Identity in the Face of Algorithms Alyane Bouziane, Amar Abbas (Constitutional

of Hegemony Court).

Wednesday 4 November Moderator: Amar Boudiaf.

Panaf Ethos Ministry of Culture of Qatar

13:00 - 15:00 International Competitions and Cultural Diplomacy: The

Moderation: Redouane Belkhiri (Algeria), Mansour Ethics Award for Arabic Calligraphy as a Model

Kaddour Ben Attia (Algeria). Friday 30 October
Symposium Chair: Mounir Ben Mehidi (Dar Panaf Ethos
Djasour). 17:00 - 18:30

Participant: Abderrahmane Al-Dulaimi (Qatar).
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John W. Kaiser
(Etats-Unis)

R

An American writer and
researcher specializing in
history and interfaith rela-
tions, he holds university
degrees in European histo-
ry and business administra-
tion. He worked in consul-
ting and technology
transfer before devoting
himself to research and
writing. He is known for his
interestin Algerian history,
particularly the figure of Emir Abdelkader, whom he ex-
plored in his book «Commander of the Faithful: The Life
and Times of Emir Abdelkader» (2008), highlighting his
human and intellectual dimensions and the values of to-
lerance and interfaith dialogue. He also authored «The
Monks of Tibhirine» (2002), which examines the expe-
rience of the monks in Algeria.

(France)

ATFrench historian and aca-
demic, he was born in
Constantine in 1950 and is
considered one of the lea-
ding researchers on
contemporary Algerian his-
tory and colonial memory.
He holds doctorates in so-
ciology and history and has
taught at French hi-
gher-education institu-
tions, including the Natio-
nal Institute for Oriental Languages and Civilizations in
Paris. He has published numerous works on the Algerian
national movement, the War of Liberation, migration and
memory, including «La Gangrene et 'oubli» and «Histoire
de I'Algérie coloniale». In 2021, he submitted a report to
the French presidency on issues of memory related to co-
lonialism and the Algerian War.

I Personnalités du SILA

Elizabeth Benedict
(Etats-Unis)

An American novelist, es-
sayist and literary editor,
she graduated from Bar-
nard College and has made
her mark in fiction and
creative writing. She has
written five novels, inclu-
ding «Slow Dancing»,
& é whi.ch was a finalist for the
? ~ = National Book Award, and
[T ,‘ «Almost». She also publi-
shed «The Joy of Writing
Sex», a book devoted to literary writing techniques. Her
essays have appeared in leading American newspapers
and magazines, including «The New York Times», «The
Los Angeles Times» and «The Boston Globe». She has also
worked in teaching and literary editing.

James Braxton Peterson
(Etats-Unis)

An American academic,
writer and media analyst
specializing in African
American studies, litera-
ture and popular culture,
he served as an associate
professor of English and
director of the Africana Stu-
dies program at Lehigh
University. His research ex-
plores the relationship
between culture, politics
and identity, with particular interest in hip-hop and re-
presentations of American society in literature and the
media. He has taken partin public debates through Ame-
rican media and has contributed to research on African
American culture, including his book «Hip Hop
Headphones: A Scholar’s Critical Playlist» (2016).
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Esteban Silva Cuadra
(Chili)

A Chilean writer and poli-
tical analyst interested in
international relations, par-
ticularly relations between
Latin America and the Arab
world, as well as liberation
movements and solidarity
among peoples. He holds a
leadership position in the
Chilean Association of
Friendship with the
Sahrawi Arab Democratic
Republic and chairs solidarity organizations supporting
the Sahrawi people in Latin America and the Caribbean.
He is also a member of the executive bureau of the Inter-
national Association of Friends of the Algerian Revolu-
tion. Known for his interest in historical ties between
Algeria and Chile, he published in 2021 «Chile and Alge-
ria: A History of Mutual Solidarity That Stood the Test of
Time (1954-2021)», examining the political and human
links between the two countries. He also contributes to
political analysis and international relations..

Bassam al-Bazzaz
(Irak)

AnTraqgi translator and aca-
demic, he was born in Ba-
qubahin 1952 and is consi-
dered one of the leading
Arab translators of Spanish
and Latin American litera-
ture into Arabic. He holdsa
PhD in Spanish from the
University of Granada and
teaches at the University of
Algiers 2. He has translated
more than twenty works,
including «The Man Who
Loved Dogs», «The Obscene Bird of Night», «Three Trap-
ped Tigers» and «The Method». His own books and studies
on language and translation include «Rounding the Cor-
ners: Issues in Translation» and «The Arab Influence on
the Spanish Language, Character and Heritage». In 2023,
he received the Sheikh Hamad Award for Translation and
International Understanding in the Spanish-language
achievement category. His work has introduced Arab rea-
ders to prominent literary voices from Latin America.

Jolanda Guardi
(Italie)

An Ttalian academic, trans-
lator and researcher specia-
lizing in Arabic language
and literature, with a parti-
cularinterest in Arabic-lan-
guage Algerian literature.
She holds an international
PhD in anthropology from
the Universitat Rovirai Vir-
gili in Tarragona, Spain.
Her research examines
contemporary Arabic lite-
rature, the relationship between intellectuals and power,
and gender issues. She has taught Arabic language and
literature at the universities of Milan, Pavia and Macerata
and currently teaches at the University of Turin. Through
her research and translations, she has helped introduce
Algerian literature to Italian readers and has explored
translation and cultural exchange between the Arab wor-
1d and Europe.

(Egypte)

An Egyptian poet and aca-
demic, she holds a PhD in
literature from Ain Shams
University and is a profes-
sor of media studies at Oc-
tober University for Mo-
dern Sciences and Arts. Her
career combines poetic
creativity, academic re-
search and media work. She
has published five poetry
collections: «Corridors of
Wounds», «A Muzzle Pointed at Me», «Daughters of Ka-
rkh», «Butterflies of Light» and «Another Sky». Her lite-
rary awards include the Ahmed Shawqi Award (1998) and
the Hassan al-Qurashi Award. She has also contributed
research and cultural work on Arabic poetry and ques-
tions of identity, memory and place.




Fakhri Saleh

(Jordanie)

A Jordanian literary critic,
writer and translator of Pa-
lestinian origin, he was
bornin 1957 in the town of
al-Yamun near Jenin. He
studied English literature
and philosophy at the Uni-
versity of Jordan and de-
voted his career to literary
criticism and cultural jour-
nalism. He edited cultural
pages and supplements for
anumber of Arab newspapers and magazines and helped
document literary and intellectual changes across the
Arab world. He has published many books on literary cri-
ticism, cultural studies and translation, with a particular
focus on the modern Arabic novel and its artistic and in-
tellectual transformations..

(Syrie)

De son vrainom Ali Ahmad
Said Esber, Adonis est un
poete, critique et universi-
taire syrien né en 1930 dans
le village de Qassabine,
dans le gouvernorat de Lat-
taquié. Il a contribué au
renouvellement de la poé-
sie arabe moderne et a col-
laboré avec Youssef al-Khal
alarevue littéraire «Shi‘r»,
avant de fonder la revue
«Mawagqif», dont le premier numéro parait en 1968. Parmi
ses principaux recueils figure «Chants de Mihyar le Da-
mascene» ; ses ouvrages critiques comprennent «Le Stable
et le changeant» et «Introduction a la poésie arabe». Ses
écrits abordent la poésie, la modernité et le patrimoine
arabe. Le prestigieux prix Goethe allemand, obtenu en
2011, et la Couronne d’or de poésie comptent parmi les
principales distinctions internationales regues au cours
de sariche carriere littéraire.

PERSONNALITES DU SILA

Jumana al-Tarawneh
(Jordanie)

ATJordanian poet and resear-

cher whose work brings
together poetic creation,
literary studies and criti-
cism. She has published
several collections, inclu-
ding «The Hooves of
Eloquence», «A Handful of
the Trace of Metaphor»,
«Mischievous Poems»,
«Water’s Reproach» and
«The Ruby Ring» (2025).
Her research on the novel and theatre includes «The Mu-
seum Novel: A Patient and Authentic Novel by Ghalia Al
Said as a Model» (2025). Her poetry explores human ex-
perience, language and memory.

(Tunisie)
Chercheur, sociologue, écri-
vain et traducteur tunisien,
il est né en 1942 a Sidi Bou-
zid. Il a obtenu un doctorat
ensociologie ala Sorbonne,
a Paris, et a contribué a la
fondation de I’Association
arabe de sociologie en 1985,
dontil est devenu président
d’honneur. Parmi ses prin-
cipaux ouvrages figure «So-
ciologie du ghazal arabe: la
poésie ‘udhrite comme modele». Il a également dirigé
I'ouvrage «LImage de l'autre : '’Arabe regardant et regar-
dé». Il a été directeur général de 'Organisation arabe pour
la traduction a Beyrouth de 2000 a 2011 et supervise le
projet «Transfert des savoirs». Le prix Ibn Khaldoun des
études et recherches en sciences humaines (2017) et le
prix honorifique Abou al-Qacem al-Chabbi (2025) figurent
parmi les distinctions majeures qui récompensent son
parcours intellectuel et ses contributions universitaires.
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Ahmed Khairi al-Omari
(Irak)

AnTraqi writer, novelist and

researcher in Islamic
thought, he was born in Ba-
ghdad in 1970 and gra-
duated from the University
of Baghdad’s Faculty of
Dentistry in 1993. He 1is
known for works that com-
bine intellectual argument
with literary style and seek
to reread religious concepts
in relation to contempora-
ry human and social concerns. He began his literary career
with «The Quranic Compass» in 2003. His subsequent
worksinclude «The Night Baghdad Fell», the «Chemistry
of Prayer» series, «Reclaiming Omar», and the novels «Ta-
blets and Nails» and «Bilal’'s Code». Dar al-Fikr selected
him for recognition as an intellectual figure in 2010. He
has also contributed to cultural and intellectual pro-
grammes aimed at Arab audiences.

Waciny Laredj
(Algérie)

An Algerian novelist and
academic, he was born in
Tlemcen Province in 1954
and is one of the leading
figures in contemporary
Arabic fiction. He holds a
PhD in Arabic literature
from the University of Da-
mascus, and his academic
career has been associated
with the universities of Al-
giers and the Sorbonne in
Paris. His works intertwine history, memory and human
questions. His best-known novels include «The Book of
the Emir: The Paths of the Iron Gates», «The Andalusian
House», «The Ashes of the East» and «The Butterfly King-
dom». He has received numerous literary awards, inclu-
ding the Katara Prize for Arabic Novel in 2015, and his
works have been translated into several languages..

Yasmina Khadra
(Algérie)

An Algerian novelist whose

real name is Mohammed
Moulessehoul, he was born
in 1955 in Kenadsa, in Bé-
char Province. He is one of
the best-known Algerian
novelists writing in French,
and his works have been
translated into more than
thirty languages. He served
asan officerin the Algerian
army before devoting him-
self to writing and became known by his pen name, Yas-
mina Khadra. His novels address violence, war, extremism
and human destiny. His best-known works include «The
Swallows of Kabul», «The Attack», «The Sirens of Bag-
hdad» and «What the Day Owes the Night». His work has
attracted wide critical attention, and some of his novels
have been adapted for film and theatre..

Amine Zaoui
(Algérie)

An Algerian novelist, aca-
demic and translator, he
was born in Tlemcen Pro-
vince in 1956 and writes in
both Arabic and French. He
. holds a PhD in literature
4 from the University of Da-
N\ % mascus and has taught lite-
y 4 ) rature and translation at
&'- Algerian and French uni-
‘, ‘, versities. He also served as
director general of the
Algerian National Library. His fiction explores identity,
memory and cultural pluralism and challenges subjects
that are often left unspoken in society. His best-known
novels include «Devil’s Street», «The Goat Herder or the
Seduction of Souls», «A Feast of Lies» and «The Idols».
His works have been translated into many languages, and
some of his novels have been longlisted for the Interna-
tional Prize for Arabic Fiction..
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